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Abstract
At the present stage, although the Chinese coast police force, which is directly led by the armed
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police force, is an important part of China's armed forces, it is obviously not in line with the nature
of the armed forces and more inclined to specialized state organs from the perspective of its role
as the main body of maritime law enforcement and undertaking more functions and tasks of pub-
lic affairs. Therefore, there are many disputes about the legal attribute of Chinese coast guard as
the main body of safeguarding China’s maritime rights and interests. Clarifying the legal attribute
of China’s maritime police is conducive to the smooth development of China’s series of maritime
law enforcement actions, the better application of the United Nations Convention on the law of the
sea to deal with maritime disputes with neighboring countries, and the better performance of ma-
ritime rights protection functions.
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