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Abstract

From the perspective of Lacanian psychoanalysis, this paper describes Katerina’s journey of re-
cognizing and constructing her own subjectivity in the imaginary and symbolic realms, exploring
the alienation of the subject and the unconscious with its linguistic structure, in order to provide
an alternative interpretation of Katerina'’s tragic fate. The study finds that Katerina’s happy child-
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hood allows her to construct a carefree image of her ideal self. When her need for love is not met
in the symbolic realm, Katerina retreats to the imaginary realm and becomes obsessed with her
ideal self, and is driven by other’s desire to cheat on Boris, an act that is absolutely forbidden in
the symbolic realm. Although Katerina does not fully subscribe to the symbolic order, she is deep-
ly influenced by the religious culture of the symbolic world and feels that her sins are unforgivable,
which leads to the disorientation of the subject.
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