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Abstract

The Xianfeng and Tongzhi periods were the period when China’s internal and external troubles
overlapped. The peasant uprising in the Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, with a great momentum, se-
verely hit the feudal rule of the Qing Dynasty and seriously threatened the social order of the
countryside. In order to save the fragile feudal rule, the Qing Dynasty government had to run the
regiment to defend the countryside and protect the people. Zeng Guofan’s Hunan Army emerged
from time to time, which not only became the strong enemy of the peasant rebellion army of the
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Taiping Heavenly Kingdom, but also became the new force of social governance in Hunan’s rural
areas, directly affecting the stability of Hunan’s rural society.
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