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Abstract

Short-term traffic flow prediction is the basis of road traffic management and guidance, and has
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important practical significance for road capacity and traffic safety, and so on. A short-term traffic
flow prediction based on CNN-BiGRU-Attention (CNN and BiGRU network based on attention me-
chanism) model is proposed. The Convolutional Neural Networks (CNN) have been employed to
extract the spatial features of the traffic flow. The Bidirectional Gated Recurrent Unit (BiGRU) is ex-
ploited to obtain information from both forward and backward propagation, and then fully capture
temporal dependencies of the traffic flow. The attention mechanism is employed to maximize the
retention of the most important features of the traffic flow, so as to improve the feature extraction
effect of CNN and BiGRU networks, and achieve the purpose of improving the prediction accuracy
of the model. The results of comparison experiments and ablation experiments on the real data set
show that the short-term traffic flow prediction model of CNN-BIGRU based on the attention me-
chanism can effectively capture the dynamic spatio-temporal characteristics of traffic flow, and has
good prediction performance.
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1. 518

THEHLEOR AR ARBRBARFEIUE BB N HEA I R St (Intelligent System, ITS)ZEL) A
JESRAL T B HOR S . B REAOE RS AU P K I N HES 1 E RS A BRI
AR T ASEBE, T HARERAT AR AT R R 2 3] TARR I s 5 ORME . SEmF . HER
MR 5 PP AL IR T SRS, AU RE NS NS ATE F  o SRER BA R SRR, R RIAT IR AR R[]
[2].

FER A BRI AL 1TS RAMRL Oz —,  FHICHIF T B N 52 B2 AR AN S 2 5 3] [4]
[5]o HETACEAEAIEL M B 75 22 A AR R BE AL SRR, o 753 6 B S e gt Tl AR 2 7 T
PISRIE A REIE BRI 1R, 76 TRIRS AR e M Bl R il . ARSI SR IR T R, r e
I AZ 3@ T 5 ik K BG4 A DY 2K

1) EE TG miiJrik: Zhang Z[6]3&H T 2/ BEA T30 P45 B B R AR [ A 5440 5707 215
(RGN A IR B TR /Y . 25 0 B3 457136 T Box-Cox Te s ey ik, WAt 1 B EME 55 2 1Al 5%
R, RO HEATEPMAAIEE, AT SUE R ZE B A T8 B R A8 @ A A .
I5E 55 [8] LA 5K [ BH J& T332 P XU -3 LT 5 1 S B s e A, R S7 17 TR K 2 B PR B T 35 3 B
BERL, 7 ECSEIGIOAIE T 2R BT R A TRINE RS . SEiH o Wi BRI AR AL fRT B, SeBlF (8, (HIL
F2 B LRI B 7 A B AR B AT IR R o BTG PO AR A S R AR, BB % ST S I Y e
FHIE, AHIZ IR g SO AE I 8] 5 5 B T AR M BOR AT 32 T, T B AL Re 2 A @ i (] G &R, 2
WS B 2 IR () 23 TR AE DG, WA B HAMAN R R R, MA@ TR A e sy, I 25 R T e &
5 S BRR vl AL .

2) fLGERINLER A ST P75 Zhu [9140 Ryu [10]557%5 18 1 A28 it (R 2R A, 20 9ol N2 H DL $857 k4
LR AR T K-J AR R AT FE I TN« Tang 5 [11]554% 3 1 3 7 [/ & A/L(Support Vector Machine, SVM)
LB EEM S G, WAL T IR 2 A TR, I F W & 9558 MK = AR 25 W ER 1 28 i = R 56
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WE T RAA M. Xie ZE[12] 04T T R AC M EZE N 32, 0 TR Gl a8 2% 21 (10 28 3@ I T B 2 1k AT
CERMENHT, FHET ZPSEBEEAT TSI ARG RINLEE S ) 5 00 T A A GE R T, Ae g
KBTI TG RE o ST, ARGRIMHLARF IR A W . SHCATR, & A LU R 1 A Il BB IR
BN, AREFZIE KBOE IR E 0 BRI AR G, WO S 24k A8 8 PR v (¥ A2 G i T e ) A
B

3) FETURIES SIRITI 7 ik VR 3] — R b B AR AR 5 A B ik, i B A 2] s e
B, B3I 2 R8st R ORISR RAIE . R SRR DU SRR 1) 3 SRR AIE 2 2] e I HE %
FRBLES 2 SIAE S BT 1 BRI, Wk SOR R T 22l it S v o 26 2R [13] 55 R e 1 21 7 51 i
2R R IR 2 SIS RS S AT T o 5 AR TG [14]%5 F 46 AR 48 N 4 A 1 93 5 BA B0 (GRU) #4219
2R A B TR, (HJR 2N T IS8T AIE BRI, Ui AR AR KR, FEREEEEERIG.
b SC R S [151 48 57 1 FE T XA KA R IZ M 4 /4% BILSTM (Bi-directional Long Short-Term Memory)
FINE WU AR P 5 ST TSR, 9 DAL 3 7 S A a8 U B A dE AT A PR RE AR AIE, S 2 SR
PEH R B R 0 5 2B TV RS . T SC[16] 5 5 — Rl R T4t 25 - AL 2R (ED)HEZE MK
FLIAICAZ M 45 (LSTM, Long Short-Term Memory)#& 44, 7£ PEMS (4 % b2 0 #iill, KM Encoder-
Decoder % >JHESL, i uk 1 IR [8] 7 41 854 K 22 A5 T 00 i 51 762 P A 28 it i3 2 3 SR AR ) 1) j . R
LSTM 1ENgmAg s xt 2 K 228 I8 7 S AR AR AT G, 81280 T Sl e 41 vh 2 /N8 B2 ]
MR R T PMS[L715548 H— bk T B 2 B A W 26 (GACN) R R I A s i il 7 v, A 4R
PEMS XML S R ATI0AIE , 25 SRR BH . nf U Rt SR A8 @ S (M 2 A I itk . Ye [18]55 4
Gl R 3 TR B A ST AT T A AR A 2 P 2 (R TR AR 3R AT 1 SCRRERIR, 25 7 — IRIIMESE, 15h18 1 IR
JEF 2 S PSR T A2 e F A% o0 1) B A7 AE (R Pk R o Seng Z5[19148 Y — Fh 3 T 22 [R5 0 W 4 T T 4% A5 3R
BT AN X e s di i AR A . R AL BT E RS HIRE . B ERIREM T ZETE
B 52 4 = AN B BRSO T TR AR R Ik R . R S S B AR B R AE T Mk R L AREUAS T —
T, AR S HOH AL LR A M, W0 BRE= w2 o O M 48 IR RO ATk B, R ESE— PR
77 14 o

4) BT5RA S ST HITRIN 775 Peng S5 [20] 8 Pl 46 FR 28 2% =) 22388 9 2% 1 % [ RRAE, 25 6 K Rid
ARG N 28 2 S 2 BPL I TERRAE, B2 T R Faib 2% ) K R B e AY,  JF LA B AT 2500
SRR TR RN, BT, SRAGSE S J7VEAE IR T A I8 v R I SEON EE T R R SR A S AR AT i
il 1) R, I T A I B G T B A ) SR [21]

M2 — N R IRENED RGE, — FRTE B I 2 A RS AU ANZ S TE B 7T 2 AN B 20 A8 E RS
A%, MASHEZLERAEIRER . Hih, 220 5 IR EE S e T 35 F1 5% 22 8 i 2 7]
MIORIROC R, X e — S T8 AE A [R] IR 8] o AR A S8 A0 2 () () AH LRI o 6 R B A Sl At PR Tl v, 7 s 4
i B T AR I — SRR o AR GEHLAS 2 2] T IR AR IR N2 7 50 B4 1 i e VAR AR s 2 )
BT AE R . PR E S ST 4% Be AR /- 12 3R B IR DG 2R, BRI seym &4t 1) RO VE RN, 42X
HECHEEREE, TR . S0 DL e PR, A SR T clodk: 1) 2R HdR A i e vk
BT T, BT T TH 6 ER 0 28 I 26 0] LA 2800 6F S AS B (8] PP AR AT £ 55; 2) BT 243 A\ B )7
FUE AT, XU [ RS W 2% 2 HIUE B R RIS . MRS I BB S5 2 I E . A
Ik, @ 51N Attention ALEIINSE T OCHER(E S ISEMR, G T B R] R A KT B RS B R R M . R
I, BRI ARZME . BRSNS S ARG SR RIAE, R FIREE 5 SRR AR, ASCIR H—H
BTV T AL 08 2 R A 228 IO 24 AR K [ |42 B B0 70 A 28 IO 4 AL 45 o P 2 F A T i o TROI S AR o
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2. EFFEEHHEIRY CNN-BIGRU RIFE R 32 @B NiR B 2
2.1. EFRMZLEER CNN

% R 22 [ 2% (Convolutional Neural Networks, CNN)&—Fft F TR 5 2 3] (K 25 288, 8 B3 WS
S, BETEIRBUSAE, Ha A 1 FrR[22]. CNN S5 AFEEIRMAZ Bl EM Z AN EEZ,
Feil)2 B AUZE, k2 R AER 2 MR

HARFINE . BRI 2 AL RN, — MO O 75 B0 T U B AT P

BRZ: BRBAHE T BRI E RS, BRI 2 KR B 50 R A B I H A R g
ITHEREIZS, WA xeRMY , BRIAW eRYY, BRUE RN Z =W« X , Hi« ABEFUEHE, H
BEAXN:

U Vv
Zij = Z z Wy Xi—u+1,j—v+1 (1)
u=l v=1

T R D AR R O RS, 1222 P R 0 B SR 5 R AT e A
Y= f(2), bt ()RR BOR AL, W R BRSO Sigmoid. tanh, ReLU. ReLU 2%

WS W0 B R AT R G, W I () SR S, IR LI . 3
FRAGHAL 7 2R K (Max Pooling), %75 KA X 3P 1 S LA i I SR, % h St
FIMRE. AT S O PR, A (R A [ S L . HLL S,

SRR AVERIR— RN A L R — 2, R T R T G T A
SRR 7 P B 4 24 2 S B 40 A SR AE B, IR 0 W B R A 8 2 1

O
5 -3
Ly > OHO
O O

O

N BRE WiLE ERZ MR

Figure 1. Structure of CNN
& 1. CNN 443

2.2. WE GRU &AL

I TG %5t GRU (Gated Recurrent Unit, GRU)J&—283EF LSTM [f)3& k- xt &5t 4T 7 4 4k it
PEIRA L RN 28 (23] SOk PR TR SRS B A FAIE, NGRS B0R/D, IR R 24 FE R, Res i el 2 rh Bf T
THRERREERIE R . GRU 51l 2 frow, B x MM, R, rRREET, h AREZ
M . GRU [T EEH A UN:

z,=c (W, [h,x]+b,) )
r=o(W,-[h,x]+b,) 3)
h, = tanh (W -[r, *h_;, % ]+b,) @)
h=(1-z)h, +2,%h ®)

HAW, o W, . WOTTIIZHASEGERE, b, b, . b NIRE.
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Fipn) GRU ARZS S8 IATAT J5 4 Hh B m A 1, R BRSO ADIRES AT W45 B, AR R A S 21 74145 B
XA ) GRU (Bi-direction GRU, BiGRU) 1L [ 4% M i ) A ) 4% 4% Hh &R 3R HUE & %/\Tmﬂxiﬂzﬁifﬁaéfﬁﬁo
BiGRU £ty 3 frw, HA i [FHF BIX P4 GRU MR AS LRI e -

h, = wh, +vih, (6)
Horh o b2 B IE EAERE AT AR RO, W R W 2 B IE AT AR ORCE . IXRE, EIHT S
FEFE 1Y BIGRU ST EUEAFAES BT 20N, 155 EZ IR 2] T SRR E IR .

1-1 f)'(\
Zl
®;\
| o] [o][ tanh ]
I |
X,

t

Figure 2. Structure of GRU
2. GRU &5#4)
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Figure 3. Structure of BiGRU
[ 3. BiGRU £5#4

2.3. EBEINE

Attention ALl & — P T NI AT I BEIR A EOHLE], FEREE 2, N2 E B SR A e
ORI, /b 2 e A X OGE:, DLR BITE 2 R EOERIE S, B MIE RS B
Tt HAZOBARSCEERE BT RS, BT RE B IO 5 & . ER NI B RIE
B ITHUHIR I B iR B 2 ST R . Attention Z5F U] 4 FTs[22].

y

f
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AEA
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Figure 4. Structure of the attention mechanism
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% Attention ZHHINITRA X =[x, %, X |, GE—NEEFEXRMERAEq, THHEHENE
BIEZE N3 a, -
a, :softmax(s(xn,q)) (7

Hodrs(x,,q) NERE AT BB, EBE T RETRADIER . AR XU MRS . Attention
JEH Yy A TE R 7345 (BB R ) W 5 BB T InBCR A

N
y= Zan X, (8)
n=1

2.4. BT EBINHIE CNN-BIGRU BYXER 3ZE AR TR E

ACHFI B AL XA GRU FIyE R /LIRS, G = MR, $&H—FhETEE I
#i1l7¥] CNN-BIGRU )75 I A2 3 i TR Y . A ARYHESR 4N %] 5 Fi7R[21]. B2 JZ CNN. BiGRU FlIVER /ML
LN AER N PIZE /AP

1) WNE: KRG D7 s B T T E S N2 CNN 2

2) CNN 2: CNN ZHPA CNN B —AN a4 Z 4 i, &4 CNN B g 1 AMEREM 14
WALJE . RABEIAIAC W 2SI EAR 45, BEFRZRIE R —4E68, Ik ReLU REU/ENERZ
(S B Ak 2 it Ak Rk BRI . 2 B E AL 2 AL B, 3 BB E ) BT 4
R 45T Hh Sigmoid BREIE 152 CNN JZ Fe 28 1% H 1) & 5

3) BiGRU 2: CNN 2% A B4 A\ 2] BIGRU M 2%, 8L i 51438 1 BiIGRU P48 WAL
GRATEIN, T IR A IS ECHE R I [A]AH A 5

4) Attention B: F£it BiGRU M4 Il 23K 153 FIRHIE M &= AE 4 Attention 2N, THEER &R
e, FHREE I RECTRHE R &I TA X RE R RS, HREZEIFHESE] T SRR IRE

5) #HE: K Attention EIRHUIRHE A R B4 ERZ, @i Sigmoid B R S BIAC IE R
THMAA -

BMANE ‘f> CNN-1 —» CNN-2 —»| BiGRU | » Attention —» HiHE

Figure 5. The framework of prediction model
[# 5. FUNRAELZ

3. XWHRE
3.1. R REIEARA B LR R

1) bR

AR BCE 48 %F 1 43 E iR % (Mean Absolute Percentage Error, MAPE). -3 4 %} i % (Mean Absolute
Error, MAE). )77 1%% (Root Mean Square Error, RMSE) R &L E R? NP bRUE, &FaHFRHIE X505
N

MAPE:%Z.”

i=l

Y=Yl 100% )

1 -
MAE = HZi:l'yi -9l (10)
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1 N
RMSE =, [~ 31|y = 9if (11)
n 2
R2-1— Zi:l|yi _yi|

n _2
2lvi-Yl

Horry, RSERRAgili, § ATNAS B E, ¥ SRR SSBIRrAME, n AREARECE . UNEAL ) MAPE.
MAE. RMSE %52 50 [k, DS 000 1 Rtk r . LA IR FESE i R? i 1 R AR AR L
oL E TR AT, T PERE R LT Rz, RPN, BB TR AE AR

2) FEAARE

AR 51 245 Y (History average model, HA). BP 4142 X 4% (back propagation, BP). V& & 4
#% CNN-GRU (Convolutional Neural Networks-Gated Recurrent Unit, CNN-GRU)F1 CNN-GRU-Attention &5
R AT VERE LU AL

Q) HA B HA 588 — 8 ML (R I 1) 3 270 T 77 02, R — NI B PN 1A I s A a2 ) P38 (LA

(12)

IR TIAE -
b) BP f557: BP 28I 442 — B T2 I3 T AR R SEIE R AT e 2 i 46 o S v B2 A 2
J6 A 100.

¢) CNN-GRU £ 2 : Z A5 41 J2 5T CNN Al GRU VA IR #1248 0 2% TR A Y o A5 70 22 44034 . num_epochs
4 50, batch_size 4 256, %#>]% 5 0.005, [ EM4 It A 100

d) CNN-GRU-Attention #&%51: JEHhn 7y LA CNN-GRU #i8, #AI 2415 B num_epochs
4 50, batch_size Jy 128, %% 2] %74 0.005, Fa&)=#4t 10,

32. BWEMSLEEHRE

AW 5T R FH 26 EINAIAE JE N PEMS ATFERSE, #ARZ 538 F TWF9T, WisCHR[16] [17], ASCEH
2017 4F 1 H 1 H~7 H 15 H, 33 %&kmnd AR MIE, KGN 5 Minutes, #5218 %5 XA 288
ANECHE A, AN e B Aok R AR VAT I TS o SRR EI T AT T — R b B

L (13)
Xinax ~ Xmin
Hor x AFIRRERRE, x 28 —EHIEIE, X 1 X, 78502 EAREE 1 5O E A/ ME -

IR SR T0%MBARAE NI ZREE, 30% M AR /E M MliEE . P4~ CNN BRI RN 3 x 3,
GRUZEE 798 6 Al 16, 25K 1, padding ¥ & N SAME, 04 2 %N ReLU, ik Z% 350 3 % 3,
KN 2. HiITH BIGRU )51\ BiGRU R #H4 7648 120, num_epochs 24 100, batch_size 24 256
% >]%9 0.003. CNN JIZiZ4i4 & : num_epochs 24 100, batch_size 4 32, %% >] %4 0.003 AL sS40 3
1% 11th Gen Intel i5-1135G7 4L ¥ 2%, NVIDIA-GeForce MX450 &K . SiEH R H] Python3.6 1 A
FEES, WAZEMEET Pytorch HEZE, 2T H KA matplotlib 2 FEIBEEL . 15 & 357712 2 (MSE)/E i 2k
BRE, 1E$F Adam BIEIE NSRS .

3.3. SKERIH

1) X Ebsess
& 6 AgiS N 3 NI S AR 2017 4F 7 A 15 H 00:00 F) 23:55 {452 38 i B 2L B A FIAE » H & a]
A, BRT OHA B, Al 4R R (0 T 5 L SEAB A LU BB, EUAR ST HE 1 2 T3 = LA 11
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CNN-BiGRU 1) i A2 38 L T G % 5 - iAol R A2 @ i it (R B A4 3, T 5 0 SE R Al A AR
il o R IEET B A It B A T R B B Al A .

1 AR IREALS HA. BP. CNN-GRU. CNN-GRU-Attention 58S () FiMEGE LU RS . i
1 A RIA ST 5 T 2 0L ) CNN-BIGRU BEAL ) TN 7E = ANVEAR FE AR 25 BT S MR - HA B
BUSILET B, ELSR 2 0F B 2 B JB) 3 47 25 (KR AE A2 408, TR BE AN 1. BP A1 CNIN-GRU A58 8456 45 #A T
IR AF, (HBZ X228 E R RE IR 2 A28, A2 R, ARSI B A S T AL, 7R
CNN-BiGRU B & B LA F 5] N Attention L, BRAMY BERFRAS @& N 2 R-4E, T Hoinsi 1%
S BRI, B — DT TR T e

Table 1. The results of comparative experiment
1. T SeIesER

T MAPE MAE RMSE R?
HA 28.23% 57.81 81.12 0.71
BP 10.78% 24.95 32.90 0.95
CNN-GRU 10.78% 26.54 34.93 0.95
CNN-GRU-Attention 10.21% 25.28 34.48 0.95
CNN-BiGRU-Attention 7.71% 19.55 26.66 0.97
700
600 — M _
............ HA
-BP
500 — | CNN-GRU -
— - CNN-GRU-Attention
£ —— CNN-BiGRU-Attention
& 400 -
&
ﬂllgd 300 - J |
K
| | | I | | | l | l I | | | | | | | | I | | |

0
00:00 01:00 02:00 03:00 04:00 05:00 06:00 07:00 08:00 09:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00 15:00 16:00 17:00 18:00 19:00 20:00 21:00 22:00 23:00
HSF i)

Figure 6. Comparison results of predicted value and actual value

& 6. ESESTNMERTEL

%1 AR HA. BP. CNN-GRU. CNN-GRU-Attention 27 (1 il v A L e . e
1 AT RNAR SCH 2R TV E R P CNN-BIGRU A8 (R TN AE = NN 48 AR 35 B e if R g - HA A5
TSI T o, R = F IS 23 6 8] PP 51 2 [V REAE A2 48, FIRS FE AN 7o BP A1 CNIN-GRU A58 508 T2 BTG
YR AP, AHGZ % 232 R R RE IR Z R IZ I, A R, AR SCE ST R B 2 S TR R, 7E
CNN-BiGRU R &AL LAl E 5]\ Attention AL, AR YAV GE4 SRAS @ I & H I 2R, T HLmag 172
S BRI B — DT TR R T e .
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2) Rk s EG
I8 Y S B AR B L T 2 I HLEI Y CNIN-BIGRU A5 rp {4 AN ZEL A4 6 T 2 S () s e, SRy &5
mE 2 fiw.

Table 2. The results of ablation experiment
2. HAMLIEER

TR MAPE MAE RMSE R?
CNN 15.37% 31.72 40.78 0.93
BiGRU 11.61% 31.08 37.78 0.94
BiGRU-Attention 10.41% 22.11 29.67 0.96
CNN-BiGRU 10.81% 27.23 35.72 0.94
CNN-BiGRU-Attention 7.71% 19.55 26.66 0.97

1 7¢ 2 AT, BRal CNN TR B M Rl A 22, 2 IR N i B A 28 R A S it R BN TRDAF DG, AHEL 2T
RERS Al SR AT AR 1 (1) BIGRU AL TIN5 SR 45 4 . BiGRU AT CNN-BIGRU 78 ) 30 14 A 22 il AN K
0 7 ER AL BIGRU 528 R0 1 §E BH 2.4 15y, X Ud BH VAR 5 LA A8 38 Ik B 2% ST 1) 2% 5T fe
73, BB TR FEEIE (TN PERE o 0T b S50 R i S 56 P 4 SRR B AR ST ST R I T R R AL
CNN-BiGRU #8114 5 B 5 AL T F A A

4, Z5ig

AR HBFE M A GRU ML A LRI e, e =Fpiisy, e —fE TaE
JIHLHI) CNN-BIGRU AT AS @A FUNAL Y . 55, CNN $REUCZIEF I 2 A R1E, A5 H A BiGRU
MR T i 1) A 43 b 70 20 SIS I I (1 B TR AH SCHRFAIE, 1 Attention AL ISR T CEE(E BRI, A8
I R B T R OR IR FERI R B, DAMRSE TR () TR P o B, DAL S SR AR AR %L
PR TR LS I ANV Al S . 0 L SREe g5 AR B, AHALT HAL BP. CNN-GRU #1 CNN-GRU-Attention
VUPpREZe iRy, 36 T-vE = UML) CNN-BIGRU B8 H A S 47 Fldl 2 & . 57484& CNN. BiGRU.
BiGRU-Attention. CNN-BiGRU %5yl seie & AR B, JL T2 JIHLHI) CNN-BIGRU A2 il 2%
FREFM . R, BATKEERA. CBFREIMTR R, DT TR .

e HE

[ 5% [ 4R B} 273 4x/National Natural Science Foundation of China (71761031).
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