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Abstract

Marx’s theory of civil society is an important part of his theory of historical materialism and is one
of the important issues that are generally concerned by the academic circles in studying the rela-
tionship between society and the state. Through in-depth study of Marx’s classical texts, this paper
analyzes and sorts out the ideological origin, formation and development of Marx’s civil society
theory. Marx based on Hegel’s solution to the problem of type directly refute, found the binary
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opposition of modern state and civil society, and then further explored rights relationship of civil
society, Marx in critical inheriting Hegel’s concept of civil society reveals the essence of civil so-
ciety, that is, the existing form of civil society is the external form of private property relations.
Civil society has shed the veil of ideal society, and gradually shows the characteristics of selfish-
ness and isolation. The concept of civil society was finally replaced by the concept of modern
bourgeois society clearly by Marx, which revealed the inherent crisis of the capitalist system and
had certain theoretical and practical significance.
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