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Abstract

In contemporary capitalist society, consumption has become a hidden means of controlling society.
Consumers lose themselves in the dazzling array of commodities created by capital, and buy a lot
of commodities that are not based on their real needs. Based on this, William Rice put forward the
concept of alienated consumption, pointed out that the falsity of consumer demand is the pursuit
of symbolic value other than the use value of commodities, and proposed to establish a “more liv-
able society” and eliminate private ownership from the root to restore human’s quasi-essential
attribute, which provides a theoretical basis for solving the prevailing problem of consumerism in
contemporary capitalist society, and has profound practical and theoretical value.
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