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Abstract

Economic sanctions can be regarded as a non-violent means of coercion customarily applied by
states and international organizations in the 21st century. They can be utilized by a State to force
another State to comply with the former’s political objectives or to urge the latter to comply with
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its international obligations. The international legality of economic sanctions has always been
controversial, depending on the purpose of the sanctions and whether they have the authorization
from the United Nations. Anti-foreign sanctions can be one of the most powerful response meas-
ures the sanctioned party is able to take. However, anti-foreign sanctions as well as economic
sanctions are discriminatory trade measures which are in violation of WTO law. Moreover, the
launching of anti-foreign sanctions is premised on the unlawfulness of economic sanctions, and
thereby the international legality of anti-foreign sanctions not only becomes more controversial,
but also gets influenced by the judgment of the illegality of economic sanctions. Considering this,
in the context of WTO legal framework, this paper will clarify the relationship between economic
sanctions and anti-foreign sanctions, and explore whether the WTO security exception clause can
preclude the wrongfulness of sanctions.
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