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Abstract

Observing the creative sequence of Korean director Cangdong Li, the contrast between urban space
and rural space is an important factor in the narrative of his works. Whether it is the urban space
that symbolizes the “upper class” and the rural space that symbolizes the “commoner class” pre-
sented in “Burning”, or the “Poetry” that depicts women in the rural space, the spatial representa-
tion of Cangdong Li’s films is often connected with the characteristics of modernity, and closely
related to the narrative of its works. Based on the concept of “heterotopias” proposed by French
philosopher Michel Foucault in “Words and Things” published in 1966, this paper explores how
Cangdong Li created the protagonist who is free from the mainstream social group, and makes his
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place in “heterotopias”—a marginal space excluded from the power space.
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