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Abstract

The key to the improvement of governance level of China’s colleges and universities lies in the im-
plementation of good internal governance. This paper divides the process of making internal go-
vernance policies of colleges and universities in China since the reform and opening up into stages
through the classification theory of policy tools: first, the stage of high government involvement in
governance focusing on the construction of internal management system; second, the stage of me-
dium involvement in governance guiding to improve the internal governance structure of colleges
and universities; third, the stage of low involvement in governance promoting the internal devel-
opment of colleges and universities. As a result, the internal governance policy of colleges and
universities shows a progressive evolution logic, which is manifested as follows: the degree of
government involvement gradually decreases, the governance decision is a long-period conti-
nuous change, and the democratic governance practice model with the participation of multiple
subjects and multi-sectoral cooperation is being actively explored. On the one hand, the process of
dynamic adjustment of decision-making is conducive to stabilizing the internal and external envi-
ronment of university development and improving the governance effect; on the other hand, the
low involvement of the government may lead to the frequent occurrence of poor internal gover-
nance in universities due to the lack of their own governance capacity or unsound supervision
mechanism.
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