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Abstract
Yung Wing was one of the most important pioneers of China’s modernization. During his studies at
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Yale University in the United States, he developed a firm belief in using his knowledge to give back
to his motherland. Yung Wing was guided by the thought of the spread of Western learning to the
East and participated in the Westernization Movement, the Reform Movement of 1898, and took the
lead in launching the movement of young children studying in the United States. Yung Wing’s magni-
ficent life has important theoretical and practical significance in the history of Chinese scientific and
technological thought. In the existing research on Yung Wing, most of it focuses on his specific
practice of the spread of Western learning to the East. Although there is a small part that involves the
analysis of Yung Wing’s ideas, they are mainly single or declarative, lacking in-depth thinking on
how Yung Wing'’s thought of the spread of Western learning to the East emerged. The existing re-
search has not explored from the root and multiple perspectives, which is very unfavorable for a
fundamental and comprehensive understanding of Yung Wing. The existing research has not ex-
plored from the root and multiple perspectives, which is very unfavorable for a fundamental and
comprehensive understanding of Yung Wing. Based on Yung Wing’s family background, schooling
experience and national salvation practice, it can be clearly recognized that the development of
his thought of Eastward spread of Western learning is closely related to the rise of the thought of
Eastward spread of Western learning in China. This article will discuss this aspect.
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