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Abstract

The views on public and private spheres put forward by Western scholars are instructive for the
construction of modern democratic politics and the analysis of power rent-seeking. With China’s
modernization and transformation, the boundaries between the public and private spheres are
becoming increasingly blurred. From the perspective of the gradual privatization of the public
sphere, the article analyzes the reasons why rent-seeking behaviors occur in public power, which
can attribute to the profit-driven nature of human beings, imperfection of the real system, and pro-
found influence of feudal history and culture. The article also puts forward the governance sug-
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gestions to prevent the occurrence of rent-seeking of public power including improving the evalu-
ation system, paying attention to justice, and exerting efforts from all sides.
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