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Abstract

During the May Fourth Movement, there was a fierce clash between Eastern and Western cultures.
This cultural debate not only aroused people’s attention to Western culture, but also awakened
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our reflection on traditional culture. The traditional cultural view of early Chinese Marxists in the
debate profoundly affected the way of thinking and behavior of Chinese people. Chinese culture
has maintained its traditional exploration and opened new practices and Chinese culture has
moved toward cultural consciousness. Chinese people have experienced a process from ideologi-
cal awakening to cultural self-confidence. Standing in the historical perspective of the new era,
they have combed the traditional cultural views of early Chinese Marxists under the background
of the May Fourth cultural debate, and have a rational understanding of today’s traditional Chi-
nese culture and a dialectical view of Western culture. It is of profound significance to promote the
creative transformation and innovative development of traditional culture.
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