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Abstract

Public health emergencies often give rise to various types of contractual disputes. Cases of civil
disputes in which the performance of a contract was prevented or delayed as a result of such pub-
lic health emergencies have been accepted and adjudicated by courts throughout the country. In
order to effectively resolve such cases, the Supreme People’s Court and some local Higher People’s
Courts have issued corresponding guidelines. This paper conducts empirical research on contract
performance under public health emergencies, clearly analyzes the characterization of contract
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performance obstacles under public health emergencies, and puts forward dilemmas and coun-
termeasures for the application of contract performance rules under public health emergencies:
improving the sensitivity of the parties in predicting the failure of contract performance and their
legal ability, the characterization of the sudden public events which triggered the obstacles to
contract performance cannot be generalized, and focusing on the contract performance obstacles
between the public health emergencies and the public health emergencies. This is to solve the
problem of causal relationship between contract performance obstacles and public health emer-
gencies in practice. This will be useful in resolving contractual disputes arising from defects in
contractual performance caused by public health emergencies in practice.
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