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Abstract

Men wearing hairpins with flowers in the Song Dynasty was an interesting cultural phenomenon
in Chinese history. Men in the Song Dynasty followed the custom of wearing hairpins in the pre-
vious dynasties, but there are several major changes compared with the previous generation. First,
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the subject of hairpins became popular among the people, secondly, the number of occasions for
hairpins increased, and thirdly, the types of flowers used for hairpins increased. The reasons for
this phenomenon include the rise of the psychology of seeking good fortune and warding off evil
spirits, the aesthetic concept of taking vulgarity as beauty, and the influence of the custom of hair-
pins in previous generations. The other most important reason is the political reasons strongly
promoted by the rulers. Influenced by the ideological concept of “imperial supremacy”, the rulers
of the Song Dynasty used hairpins as a method to control their ministers. They constantly streng-
thened the exclusive status of imperial power by testing and alerting their ministers. Through the
strong promotion of the official, the custom of hairpins spread to the people, and finally reached
the stage where all the people wore hairpins. The emergence of the phenomenon of men wearing
hairpins in the Song Dynasty can be said to be a major example of the influence of ancient political
culture on other levels of culture.
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