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Abstract: Nitrate pollution has caused serious eco-environmental problems in surface waters. For controlling nitrate
pollution, it is necessary to differentiate various nitrate sources using suitable methods. Since 6°N and 60 values vary
greatly in different sources of nitrate, more and more researchers pay great attention on the application of nitrogen and
oxygen isotopes in surface water nitrate tracing studies. This review summarizes recent trends in the study of distin-
guishing different sources of nitrate in surface waters by means of isotope analysis of nitrate and oxygen. And it also
gives aprospect on the study of nitrate tracing in Chinese surface waters.
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