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Abstract
Article 201 of the revised Criminal Procedure Law in 2018 provides vague provisions, leading to
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controversy in the court over whether the recommendation of pleading guilty, accepting punish-
ment, and sentencing made by the procuratorate should or can be adopted. The leniency model of
pleading guilty and accepting punishment in China is a major component of the division of com-
plexity and simplicity in criminal proceedings, and should adhere to the starting point of trial as
the center. From the perspective of system interpretation, according to the principle of putting
trial at the center, the court’s recommendation for pleading guilty, accepting punishment, and
sentencing proposed by the procuratorate can be “accepted” after review. From the perspective of
comparative law interpretation, the court independently exercises its judicial power, including
the power of sentencing. Therefore, it should be understood that the sentencing recommendations
made by the court to the procuratorate are “acceptable” after review. At the same time, in order to
promote the development and implementation of the trial centered system, measures should be
taken to improve the quality of sentencing recommendations, strengthen the review of sentencing
recommendations, and attach importance to the reasoning of sentencing judgments.
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