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Abstract

British mathematician Maclaurin in the 18th century made an important contribution to deter-
mining the limits of real roots of algebraic equations. This work is recorded in the fifth chapter of
the second part of his book A4 Treatise of Algebra. At the end of this chapter, Maclaurin directly as-
serts a rule about the lower limit of the maximum absolute value of real roots of any algebraic eq-
uation, but we find that this rule is not always true. According to the principles of recover para-
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digm, we have restored the deductive process of this rule, thus clarified Maclaurin’s original ma-
thematical thought and pointed out that his mistake lies in mistaking the denominator for the de-
gree of the equation, but in fact it should be the number of terms of the product of any two roots.
Finally, we have amended his mistake and given the correct form of this rule.
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