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Abstract

Louis Althusser was an eminent French philosopher in the 20th century and made significant con-
tributions to the study of Marxist philosophy. In response to the “humanitarian Marxism” trend,
Althusser put forward the viewpoint that “Marxism is theoretically anti-humanitarian,” and based
on this, he reinterpreted Marxism to defend its scientific nature. Nevertheless, Althusser’s theory
has sparked controversy in academic circles. Supporters argued that he expanded Marxist philos-
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ophy and emphasized how his theory can guide real social struggles. However, critics contended
that Althusser deviated from the original works of Marx and claimed that his theory, despite
claiming to be anti-dogmatic, actually represented a unique form of dogmatism. How to under-
stand Althusser’s theory of “theoretical anti-humanitarianism” remains a topic worthy of discus-
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sion. This article will analyze Althusser’s “theoretical anti-humanitarianism” based on his works
and relevant materials, exploring his interpretation of Marxism and his critique of the humanita-
rian trend, in order to provide new insights for our research on Althusser.
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