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Abstract

The prefrontal cortex (PFC) is important not only in executive function, but also in pain processing.
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The latter relies on its connections to the neocortex, hippocampus, periaquaductal gray (PAG),
thalamus, amygdala and basal ganglia, among other areas of the brain. When dealing with acute
and chronic pain, PFCs undergo changes in neurotransmitters, gene expression, glial cells, and
neuroinflammation, leading to alterations in their structure, activity, and connectivity. Medial PFC
(mPFC) probably plays dual and opposite roles in pain. Medial PFC (MPFC) mediates anti-injury
effects due to its connections with other cortical regions and acts as a cortical afferent into PAG, a
major source of pain regulation. This is a “cycle” in which sensory stimuli are converted into per-
ceptual signals through brain processing activities, which are then used to control the flow of in-
coming sensory stimuli to the central nervous system at its entrance. It may induce chronization of
pain via corticostriatal projection, depending on the level of dopamine receptor activation (or lack
thereof) in the ventral tegmental pathway. PFCs are also involved in biopsychosocial pain man-
agement, which includes repetitive transcranial magnetic stimulation, transcranial direct current
stimulation, antidepressants, acupuncture, cognitive behavioral therapy, mindfulness, music, ex-
ercise, partner support, empathy, meditation, and prayer. Studies have demonstrated the role of
PFCs in placebo analgesia and established links between pain and depression, anxiety, and cogni-
tive loss. In particular, damage to PFC gray matter is often reversible after successful treatment of
chronic pain.
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2. BIEAM R E#Rid

BRI B2 J2 (PFC) &2 K B2 2 K — AN X 35k, BB 25 1 a8, 12T Brodmann6 X [REMI, 7ER K
Hany, HHRNEPRRIRIE. PFC TR, vk a] AN A 23 S 3T DhRe I DGk g5 4, & HA &b
HCUFTIA R RME BB, XFPIhRek: T 1e S AR AT ARG 28 UM AT 24 BAT ARG .
PFC Al 43 NN ATZI B2 2 (mPFC) FRAE AT B 2. E4MU PFC. i 41Mll PFC (DLPFC)FIZ | PFC.
mPFC H Bz 5t (X (P90 9 A1 10 [X)H1 5 [X (24 25 F1 32 X)L A%, X %6 iy J5i [X [l % T i 4178 K2 2 (ACC, 24
X). 4% FEZE25 X)FMLZRT K E32 X), DLPFC 1 9 X AMUEE/ Al 46 [X 4 #F4H%, PFC #E& AL
MR R EEEH . Al PFC (medial PFC, mPFC)A] fELE AR b 478 WU 1) £ {4 (Ongiir & Price,
2000): HFESHE RN ERE, DUSkIEGEER, RN REHENE PAG, X154 M
FERYR . S0 PO AR ORI T T R, WIS AR AR R 2, AR S 2, ACC, PFC
A FC ik (Apkarian, Bushnell, Treede, & Zubieta, 2005), -5/ 2 FEAHSC. FIR % 1 HE A0S 7 —4
JE N 5 T e i, A B I g 22 1) P S AP 1) PRC, 17T 298 140 225 [ 7 THI RT3 3l 8 B M T 2 /2% 31) DLPFC (1)
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HE @R, XA EEAEGE T ACC FIAHBIX . Mo E CAiE /A SR E B, #iak.
A A AR B 0E s ATRN S . PRCL JE THUH B2 0S5 =R B9 B F N — B B A SR
R R JE R L IO TR AN SR 0 B I o BN S AN PRC FHHIE i AR R B AR, 1 fE i & S5 4
2 B B JE AN VR 4 S Bz 2 (Wiech, Jbabdi, Lin, Andersson, & Tracey, 2014) G 1R5RAIER R . 7RI HITE
N R e A O ) = DX 5 P B JE AU B IR R AR IR B 2 o LRI 8 XA, E AN A
i R IX A, Refe S AR U HeAh, I8 DX IR S Y5 A A 9 AR 28 AP A 30 ) ko DI 36 R S ) e I 3
T S O B4, AT RE A T e Je JE B N B E A, AAAIMI- 5 0 20 AT 0 e % . PAG A& B 1Y
HPEIR G A 1) 1 Szl ool e T i KA TR L, 455 300 S8 B i I 00 v 44 KA 1) L 3R et 227
TR e 22 50 OB TR AT N Rk BT = O ST REZ O BETS /A, LU TR (Simons,  Pielech, Er-
pelding, Linnman, Moulton, Sava, Lebel, Serrano et al., 2014).

3. HREHLERM

FEAEFRZRAE R, s A0 e, 380 B S O A R ) TR ) D e, d el TAR ez
—EMEH o X AT RE KR RN DL AL T 48 3 N SRAT A LA e R 1S Ol . ESh SR, )=
55 Fe A% T e ¢ 51 S I A RO, S5 M4 J0 5 GABA i # 28 o 4L [A) 4 5i 1) mPFC 2R
filt () 52 )2, GABA REAHZE TG HIMIE 2 INE I, A mPFC H 453 SR BE A 46 70 14 B0S B 30 5 A U i
18 PR 2 A A I P 3 s v B i S A -mpfe I A& Bl . G IRARHT, 555 B ) o i e A\ T RE
IS GABA REMPZ T A KT mPFC Rt £ PAG 1 32 B b £ 7T I R SR R 30k e . i e 2
BN HI9D AT RE S I T T (GABA SR K BURAE A % St 5t RN, J5 % @i 1 % & - ph 2 4
55 (SNI) B 2 Y 2 i A1 52 /2 (i, Sun, Fu, Li, Pais-Vieira, Galhardo, & Neugebauer, 2010):2 &) & 4 () 48 hn
mHEABUEIE .

TS HRAEMBAR L S, 35 PFC AR ER:, BREBE AR BELZNNZE. K2 TN
o DX 32 B R T R 08, T E P R SR T R SR B e AR S8 B B 2 . THU R0 B J2 2 [ )3 i
YEID o BIWISEEG R, FEAMUA AR AR D AT K JZ AL Z T 2 K - PAG #Z e AR RE 51 %
PEANM I SRS o TR AT 5 5 PRC HRR B 0 48 0 4R 37 P vo R S K A1), T A 7454 NMIDA
AR U SR S R 2 AR (mGIUR) F5 HL 7 P B 175 A A o 725G R PR o, 3R
MGIURL #% PUFIME 5 I A < 1 mPFC 128 7015 36 1 PR A o 78 5% 1 28 5 K BB 7R (Baliki, Petre, Torbey,
Herrmann, Huang, Schnitzer, Fields, & Apkarian, 2012)H, #4-4% i B XA AL A 281k, {H4E mPFC
HOR I T VAR S RS I . IX AT R I mglurl S5 GABAA SZARI PR VRSO 1 A HEAE . MY
A AE S mPFC A 32 B0 (30 5 1 9, S8 mPFC X PAG (0% s /b, B> T 1A 5 1)
0], AT R FECEAAZ IR 23] KR 2085 B il - B - B - 7 B B R
PO AR o — TUXH 02 1k T e S5 3 O N I o B A T 7 3R B, PFC SR (BUIRIR I —3 53, DAL i of
ST IL G B T NR 53) D e EE R A G N P A& P FF A (Huang, Tang, Yuan, & Jia, 2001). Ub4h,
MPFC FHAR B AZ 18] ) [ 25 14 B ) R el P P i B8 vl IO AMARAE. 1 A JE e A e i . Ibah, #FEER
B, 500 mPRC-A4-A% — IRBRAZ [0l 2% 2 18] 56 K ThREE S A B T M2 2 PR 15 A3 i 18 1 7 KU . PFC-
FERAEAE R IR T I DR SR T SLR I ORISR B, — T mRE fMRI AR,
FEF E A4 J5 28 K, PFC FIARBRAZ NS IE 5 J0 5 RIS I 5 15 30, 5t S A I R e Al — 5.

4. PR S HERHN
R RIS MINHE B 2 (VLOYHEAT T — RIUBFIL, IX IR T PFC R )28 S 228 5 2 ]
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FIAHEAEH . A VLO | PAG 325 7 KERMPUER, V2ot aRPEHE &0 Uy GABA BEff
2o, T GABA REFHZ 0 X HERT Fr IR 2 a2 B4l Bl 1a) VLO flt &y 36 4 &R T LS
SRR RS, W PAG EAMI X SUM G & E 5T GABA RIE R PFC 512 i g ZMI X FL R S St ], 1X
FEIH VLO 159/ 3 1 15 Hh ke 25 B 2R A, o LI RRE & 1 PAG (Dang, Zhao, Xing, Zhao, Huo, Tang, Qu, &
Chen, 2010)/F S/, BtAL, FUEFSEHER] VLO SHIBTANE, XF SRS GABA BshFI VLT B /R AE
FHUES . g5 R, WHERTER TR 524Kk, X} PFC H11) GABA BEHIH| [t o= AL HIE R « ST
Fr AR —E, 2 T D2 FESZARI0E AT LAURES GABA BE T B2 Je X 2 51 5] PAG HIFHZ TG A3 HI/E T
e S A M 2 T s AR B Eh R g i, B2 L% D2 %2R (D2R) ¥z 7] quinpirole ] VLO 1, AJ
55 SNI KSR HLIRE S 8, X PEH B D2R HibusIBHET, (A4 DIR fhpimigam, 455K, 20K
Rt R gl 0% PFC (Wei, Zhu, Zhang, Liang, Jia, Qu, Wang, & Tang et al., 2016)94f#] D2R £ 5/~ S 511
PFC 5 ISR =AU s 55 X (VTA) 2 EIZREM 2 0 5 K PFC WIEPER IS Bz, 7]
NI SN o Ry F TR S 1 R D2R P71 2 PRC 753 K M IATUSEIR 50 SNz, A f v S v 45
PR F IR BESZ ARSI A Vb W 2] VLO BAFRI A ) 7 2R DLk TR 48 B8 . 3 il i 76 7] — B A7
T B ol B DR R 2R HE P57 benoxathan K480, Z5HREKM, ol B LARKAEZAEE
TRt T AR BRIVREG FE3Gm T a0 PRC % i & JC0E , IX e 22 o 21 PAG, FEdHTEIIRE(Sun,
Liu, Martinez, Dale, Huang, & Wang, 2017) F#. 7E mPFC t l T B 1 2 GUR 52 A4 B0 1T 16 I eh 242 76 2%
Ty PR I8 AR UE B PN BURYR,  A) PRC VS B8 1 B A S BRI 71 T 988 SNI K BRUIKIP&R, T EL#%: M) mPFC
ST NMDA ZAREIE SN d- 2 228 B 0] s S IX L5 R ik . sesh, K EH D-Asp(A TR
NMDA HIRTFT NMDA 244 BB E B AN K, o] LAk DU S AL %8, B g 3l i,
B RN R A S BLBh . ELEEST AMPAKines I - 5E-3-F2 36 -5- 1 -4~ B A% T R
(AMPA)Z A SR S RS 5B B2k N\ PFC, w2 AR EA, FEH RS MEER /E H (Luongo, de Novellis,
Gatta, Palazzo, Vita, Guida, Giordano, Siniscalco et al., 2013). FAMfl &2 2 RIES 2K RAESMI PFC #i]
Il PR ST, T GABA 5T 2 PAG JEAMI DX W BRIXFhEEM . [RIFE, A% =R il
R R ) Je 8 BRI 2 I o, X 3 AR 6 X A B o P AT s B MRS

SRS PE SNI S A AR E PR IR 3 3 mPFC i 23 S BB U A AN R i w2 VR L I I, X T R
Fe 1T RARHT IR A ERK1/2-F1 camkii-Z filt 2115 5 R B0 o 55 1 200 IR HF R IA L Bl ACL 1
188 AC8 FEAT 3 AR IE TR /N B ACC H R A I 5 14 SR A iy o R T h AR BE 22 o 78 A IS MR IR K R
o, HTIAZ R R w2 T I A M A R R B, T R R S AR KR S B T DA X R TR .
A, IR AL S BRI G A A 22 T Al R IAEIS VAR I/ B iR R S BUR A DU A B AR, T i
P2 TOAER) B PR AR VE R o DK R A 38 43 55 1) mPFC 1) GABA REFHZ TG ] At 22 T EL mPFC 1
B PAG 1 3 E 2 0 B4 HE 38 Iy o Fofidi 2 55 4% 17 mPFC RIEBLST , i3 4 B T #h 227t,
I 2 55 ph 22 eI 59 NI R,  FE15 SBOE MTIOR IR TTIER . Mk, mPFC TR EIREEM S T RIEOE
AR IR BRI TS R R TR 0 SOREVEPR 2 N GABA, SR Z B JZ M K%, T )R
HBNLFH GABA S22 B M5 BT XU A T 98> MU P 547988 (Qiu, Wu, Xu, & Sackett, 2009). GABA RgfH#
28 70 b BB RS2 AR B B0E T RE 5 BUR T B PAG 1) mPFC #1Z Je S #E R, IR, —DUER T &
ST Z R (PET) W FE R B, 4077 S H0 PRC (1) NI IRE JR G0 K = 3 5 A0 4 A b J 524, 1X 3R,
AT 22 8 2 T R 25900 S A FH ) 2 2 5 AR S, AR 2 v i 2 R A X e iy T
RS By FIAMI AR K 5T . ACC 5 F11°ws [ A o Jii A 53 m R By S A4 b o ) oL o 8 B 1P
I KB UMK FRAE R By 52 AR 25 G il T 0 1 m XU P23 R0 8 U P 3R By B2 A 25 B k2> o 5 TE R A
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@AM, BT R =M. X2 v 5 i A S e SIS PR 35 5 B AL B X
W ACC. PFC. TQM-FIFM 2. A% i R Mt AN sy A B A f 45 A d b, i
J W R 25 A ek T 6 2 BT S 5 P R R B I, AT B A2 A Ak Bl A X S S AR AR 42 T
Ko Bl S AR IE PRI TBUR 7R BRFIARIC I PET W TER B, 22 JE 500 200 Fie it 75 2 o8 SO [X Bl v o 22 A
s N, AFEYIM ACC. PFC. &M, M. #4#. REEHZAN PAG (Poh, Yeo, Stohler, & Ong, 2012).
S R T RV 2 B B JE (ML) .4 512 PSRV RT 1 32 R 78 4k, AR AN PR 7 B AR [11C) 45 4
A7 [ F1 PAG 454 (1) norphine [1)784k, X SEAR AL, 5 PR SR A b 5 AH K

I EERE LR GBI FU R B, IR 98 FEE () R 0 e 1 A 0y W 2 23 S e 1000 PRC (% 0 5 ) 26
KRR OE A [F] T 7E )5 T J 2 A4 DLPFC (138 58 )0, )5 & 1 B AE A 1 25 (R el vl AR A, A
FABRAEAL AR 20 9% 2R Mioi LRI 2 R, R B A B« ACC B 5 AT DLPFC 57 o W R i
A BRIE R RAA W TR T 0 R 2 G A ELAE G AN A 35 S0, X TR R PR 5 51 kS 98 RE PRk
Jii )5 3 K PFC Z Rk FE R B 7 0 M o, “ i REud 8”2 R E M E &% . RTPCR A&l 4
ALK HRETF, S100a8. S100a9. Lcn2. ll2rg. Fegrl. Fegr2b. Clgb. Ptpre. Ccll2. Cd52 mRNA
FILWIN. (EMIAK =AM PFC Ak 4 iR S100A9 & [, THIHB A SR RIE 56 /0 BRI 8 i B I S 3 BRI
B B 5 52 2 % A B A% (Cui, An, Zhang, Zhao, Liu, & Yi, 2012). 7E555 J5 i PFC i R 31 1 R M st 4L 48
1k, mIRNA &R i o, RARES /MR PFC J&, miR-155 F1 miR-223 7K1 i % i, SEH RT-PCR
BE 7 P miRNA SEFR clebp Beta AUk 4 i 4E 7 ¥R (GCSF) I AE Ak, e i —S8bRac ) (1) 38 Jon [5) 4
A e S50 PFC #4840

BUEER, SRR 0T R] 5| AL 208 0 AR TEORI A 22 T X A B 0 o 5 JTCV: 5 56 4 o IR ) 5 /s
B ACC #AEMEIR S, TNF-o S EKFFE, A dhd sk Son, TNF-o @it 3 ACC
R0 VR TBOME 2, 0 B G R R A3 o [RIRE, 7E 58 4% shis B RIS S 1 A1 A S RE g YRR B, 7E ACC
HHOR I IL-8 HIZRIEIG N, RSN AR A BE SR o IL-8 38 in ACC U1 F Hh i 2236 TR I A 3 ok
PR Ak . IXUELE RR I, SIS 5 I 4 R R R TEORT 1 22 A E FT e T8 PFC H 8 T % By ME A3
e AMNERAESS, 15V JZ mPFC HEARGIMLH R I T X P A3 . — SRR Uk & (SR &
BRI SRR B ZL R INAE 1 (HO-1)5 -3 RICES FEnhmk IX)7EAR B #2245 05 /0 R b B i K 40 7 U5 3
J1E AR T R, TR BT e A TR R S /N 5T 4 M e A

18 PRI I B U FOE T A OB 2 B B AT AR I B A i . FERXFIMESL T, A AL
I DY 2% W] R FH TS IR R YR YT . B, TR M A IR R A T VR A S R (R R AR A A AR
GENE, NEHTRITT, DL SRR AT R R . I B L PR R AR AE R IR . R
SR 7038 75 B0 A U TS e L, R T Re s R E IR E . SOBA. REEARE et
fih FEWE KN 5E PFC ThRe. R4 3CRE W EIAT A7 R0 A o8 DX G 22 ity et s Th R ) e, X 75 32
A R Re A FHFRATTR Ty RESZE AL PR ARG TR T AR R R M AR o X AR AT RE 2 S T AN BRI 1 SR
BEEE H AT BT R AR HE A O i
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