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Abstract

Discourses on Salt and Iron reflects the struggle of Confucianism and Legalism, showing a broad
spectrum of social features of the Mid-Western Han Dynasty. Classic literature debate comparing
imperial censorship involving national policies and how it effected basic public necessities are
noted in this discourse. From the perspective of environmental history, I describe the main factors
that destroyed the ecological environment during this period, which included frequent floods,
over consumption of resources, population growth, land cultivation and the large-scale destruc-
tion caused by war. On both sides of the debate, we can account for the method of governance on
the environment.
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