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Abstract

Cai E led the national protection movement, broke the dream of Yuan Shikai’s emperor, and was
hailed as “the first person to recreate the Republic of China”. However, his attitude toward Yuan
Shikai experienced the rejection, acceptance, support and gradual change with the change of Yuan
Shikai’s political inclination, disappointed to the process of opposition. This process reflects the
commonality between those, and there are many differences in the way of doing things, political
concepts and status. These similarities and differences run through those attitudes towards Yuan
Shikai’s attitude, reflecting the profound impact of the collision of traditional culture and western
culture on the personal and national destiny of the early Republic of China.
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