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Abstract

The Song Dynasty legal system from Sui and Tang to Ming and Qing Dynasties is a very important
period in the history of Chinese legal system. The legal tradition of the Song Dynasty originated in
the Taizu Dynasty. Taizu of the Song Dynasty overthrew the shortcomings of the five dynasties. He
respected Confucianism and ruled the country with literature, creating the ancestral law for his
descendants and laying the foundation for the country of the Song generation for more than three
hundred years. Taizu’s policy of emphasizing literature on Confucianism, respecting rites, dividing
powers, and ruling by virtue reflects his legal thoughts of careful punishment, equal the rites, im-
perial law and criminal administration, which are worth learning from today.
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