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Abstract

Objective: To study the small molecular impurities and polymer impurities in cefixime. Methods:
the impurities in cefixime were analyzed by TSK-gel chromatography, RP-HPLC coupled with mass
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spectrometry and two-dimensional liquid chromatography-mass spectrometry. Results: a new
impurity imp in cefixime was identified by TSK-gel chromatography, reversed-phase liquid chroma-
tography coupled with mass spectrometry and two-dimensional liquid chromatography-mass spec-
trometry. The small molecule impurity can exist in the form of dimer polymer impurity. Imp was iso-
lated, purified, prepared and identified. Conclusion: imp is a new impurity found in cefixime granules.
The content of imp in cefixime granules is more than 0.1%, imp can exist in the form of dimer.
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1. 518

SLAERIPUE RIS TR TUR 5 R R AU S USR5 2 R A 2 R TR M 2R 5
RANEHEZ T, B AT AR R TR R AW USSR R I E . SRS S T AR
B FEI N R G R KRR RN AN S 5 R R G RN AEE . H T SCRIE R R A R 2
RS E RN RE, ZRERMNES 5 RN REM =R, EG080 4~6 ik, HPHRH
HERREWRITN /3§ & imik 2000 /ity . HEVATCR A TR, Walfer )5 rigs g i d g
B ERWETEE A S A AW SAER RGBT SRR A G, 1RGN T 5%
FRIRE 2 VI OC, IR E SRR G, FAMKsr . IR R X AR A (e E R

PUAE R TR A WA T 53 85 53 M1 7 32 25 B IR i OB i, TR 8 R R B A e il A R
JR i —fide FH Sephadex G-10 fF24 - B8P AE i o T 2 R MBI A T, R IR E i A 7 29 )5 1
FARBE /3 BT R G DR R S5 ME B . (HA2 GL0 BB (il 45 & TSV E AT R AW A i, R e il
UEE PR 73 5 A5 R B A A N R, AT S 0 5 0 24 ol P S AR M 2 o 17753 1) RP-HPLC J5 10 SR G4 2%
JR 53 B R TR AT

120 7 S5 AR 5350 VRS K P SR AT Sk 6 5 i R KB R [1] [2] [3], RE AR S A [A]% 4R T R A
Sephadex G10 i 43 5 A6 W 1) Sk A0 5 5 P (1 — AN R AW 2 5, A g D25 [5] b Je 47038 7 A TSK-gel®
G2500PWXL 838 A 43 B ar il ) Sk flu e i R K S G 2R 0, 33 55 [6] 413 1 H TSK gel G2000 SW XL
A I S Sk A v B UKL T R R 2 T AR, MRSk AT S R 1. AR By Skl s Rk F
REFLLF (1) 20 B OWUBERZ 1 IR (7 MR AE R A IR A R, #6%5: 20180518-01, &4 86.8%). &
Y2k B XA (T MR AR B IR A ], b5 : 20181206-01, M 90.34%). kvl — Rk F
SRR MR A R G BR 23 715 165 : 20190308-01, 5 4 88.46%)). HiHik: \[7]4Ri4 T F TSK-ge
G2000 SW XL (7.8 mm x 300 mm, 5 pm) i A3AG I Sk 76 v i o S S ) & &, ARV €3l ke U 3 =
REVAR . 25 N [8]% ] Phenomenex Gemini-C18 I taii4t:, DL 0.5% FF L K 7AW 0.5% F R 2 i 1
WNRBIAE, BATEREYERL, 57 RP-HPLC v M3k i v i S &4, 45 SR 3% 0 van At s e BEL € 3 v 8
LT R GRS, Mo/ FRSEGWIL R, JriEL ez, g EHEfIE%: RP-HPLC V%
NSk i A A T, RetEAS 2 Pk AT IR AR K R ARSE 3 MR A A . fRATTEA
Sk v i B AR RO AR, SR D) LC-MS "2 5 A DU 6 A BRAEA R 30 5 T B i — AR (9 1
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 906.08), — M kftiTofin IRk, Ak TelE K R, AR IR AR X T R
109 193k 70 5 )15 — FRAR B AR

R w— BB T HUER IR BRI« 73 B AU MG A4 3 25 58 A, xSk g v fi v A P A 24 i
HRFUINE T i, BRI T ELZ RN TARBAMEREYAE, KAV T — AN T AR
imp, JFHABERIEBCR A, I BT 14N

2. M5 E
2.1. {X A5

Thermo Fisher Q EXACTIVE FOCUS ORBITRAP, UltiMate 3000Thermo Fisher Scientific. 3kt fi5 FkH
(k5 : AP004-1906-2033, | M H = ILHIZG) ) RGNt Ai(ORE FERHE), HAh ikl Hrak) A «7H
Bled TIkAE R AR ” M3k, R Es FHACHIER IS 2K, 4Bl FZK o B il 5 81K

2.2. LC-HRMS Sy irelsk a5 5 ey imp &

o3 241 - a3t K Thermo Fisher Hypurity C18, 4.6 * 250 mm, 5 pum; &l K 254 nm; J5# 1.0 mL/min;
FEIR 30°C; #EFEE 10 ul; WshAH A: S B: 0.1%FER/K(Hefii 26 44: 0 min (A:B = 10:90), 3 min (A:B =
10:90, 21 min (A:B = 40:60), 23 min (A:B = 40:60, 24 min (A:B = 10:90), 30 min (A:B = 10:90)).

FREACEE S8 B ESI+; Wi R 3.8KV: B EBME L. 320C; K. 30arb: HHi)
SIESI: 10arb; Wi E: 120°C; S-lens RF level: 55.

2.3. S FHEEEES MR imp &R

— YO S 0 1 TSK-gel G2000SWxI (300 mm x 7.8 mm, 5 um); kil & 254 nm; #Eif 20°C;
JiE 0.6 ml/min; HEFEE 20 pl; WBIAH A: pH 7.0 BEER B ZZ PR (1.02 g /KRR — S N1 1.26 g K
BERRE 4N, I 1000 ml 47K, #iFE5), &N pH 7.0): REIAH B 4F = 95:5. KH
Chromeleon 7.2 TAES AT KA. SR (0 min (A:B = 95:5), 30 min (A:B = 95:5))

YRR Rt 4. {3k Welch(C18), Ultimate AQ-C18, 5 um, 3.0 x 50 mm; #Eif: 20°C; Wi:
0.300 ml/min; JiahAH: A: LM, B: 0.1% /K ¥/l 2614 (0 min (A:B = 1:99), 16 min (A:B = 1:99), 28 min
(A:B =100:0), 31 min (A:B = 100:0), 32 min (A:B = 1:99), 33 min (A:B = 1:99)).

YIS A] . 2D-LC-HRMS-MS BEAT Sk AT w5 OB 2G40, Se i T &g Radin 1 240
4 PRE ISR, 4%55 1 3847 2D-LC-HRMS-MS [&] ] #4611 o
Table 1. Switching schedule of each impurity component

= 1 KRR B 5 B B E R i)

4 ARBR B 1B] (min) IR IRl (min) Ik R 5 [R] (min)
1 11.81 11.643~11.977 17
2 12.21 12.043~12.377 17
3 12.78 12.613~12.947 17
4 13.70 13.533~13.867 17

JiiZ4t: Thermo Fisher Q EXACTIVE FOCUS ORBITRAP, #xX ESI+; WiZ% Mk 3.8 KV; &EE
IR EE 320°C; YK /) 30 arb; HHENAE ST 10 arb; WEEJLEE 120°C; S-lens RF level55, “A)i% H zhfil
K2, TAEu ThermoXcaliburQual Browser 4.0,
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24. BAECH

FE TR AR BB 24 S 7 50 5 (35 AP004-1906-2033) 10 mg ¥4 T pH7.0 [ FR 22 i 26 Ok 5 7 8 W R —
24 6.805 g FIE A4 0.940 g, 800 ml /K fi, SeHWAE AT pH 2 6.9, FFH 1.0 mol/L
LAY pH (5 7.0, BEHEL), /KRR 25 1000 mi)EERS R, FiIZ BhfE 245 10 ml, fH3LiR %
NZ) 1 mg/ml, P T LC-HRMS Kl %500k i fhs . B imp 2% 58 5 mg, AR ZE i £ (pH 7.0)
B B A Em, HAEEMERZE 100 ml, B 0.05 mg/ml iEW, i35 T LC-HRMS &l 24 5 i
dn+ JEURLZG VAR EC s E imp 2% VA VRO N B Sk A e i R R 2 (S : - AP004-1906-2033)H, [A |
R 7L B 0.05 mg/ml VA

2.5. kfamEAsHE imp 2 RAVFIE

1) #l&J7: 90 g B 4.5 LK, #ide T fRaE —#12) 300 mL, iz iEses,
WA 4.8 L, M 2.5 mL HERIES], T C18 stk bAE, H OIEKIEMBER, 4 4 R Eis
| 150 ml 4l JE 97.53% [ A, VR T4 2 B AR AR .

2) R TTvE: PR AL AT IR E 2875, AR 40°C, K 254 nm, i 1 ml/min, T
InertSustain C18, 5 um, 250 x 4.6 mm, it zlAH A: PY T JE S A A0 B R (X 10900 T B A A B R 25 mil,
hnz7K 1000 ml, #&2), A 1.5 mol/L BEFR¥E MY pH {2 7.0), Wzt B: Zfff.

3. &R
3.1. LC-HRMS 93k fshad imp 4%k

F LC-MS J5iE5F imp 2580 1 e 57 A 43 Sl DU e 45 5 D imp 2% 0 76 0AH HR 1) HE 08B ) 2 16.57
min, 478k 453.0 (5 1, K 2).

NL: 1.54E10
1330 TIC F: FTMS + pESI
Ful ms
1657 [120.0000-1800.0000)
1336 1660 433 - 2}26%0 WS AP004-2003.2035

NL: 1.01E10

miz=
454 04573-454.05027
F: FTMS + p ESI Full

ms
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MS AP0D4-2003-2036
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o T
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Figure 1. Localization of imp impurities in cefixime by HPLC-MS
B 1. A5 imp ZXFA HPLC-MS ELE
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Figure 2. Localization of imp reference substance by HPLC-MS
B 2. Skazhs imp ZBx R mAY HPLC-MS EfiL

3.2. Wk fshamaiidlE A imp FERRNA

W7 T 55 11 454.04941 (M + H)A1 907.09071 (2M + H)H: 5L 505 imp 2% 5 ot 18 5 5 B I 1) 22K
FOyFRAEAR S, BT imp 2000 B SN 2 Sk v fig JFoR R, Sk T imp A E S HAS
5B RIN, 750 A I B W52 2] 454.0491 TF R S 18R 7 (5 8 — N R #E AH 22 0.5 Da), 907.09071
SONERM + H)E T, e A imp 1 R4k

FHMNFERZG AR AR 3 5 kATl imp A TR R B B [AIEEAR— B, RSk A v G imp 2 00 IR 2y
S IR JFOR 2, A4 i B S, HL A R S R, MRSk S S imp 2 AR EN R 3 R — AR (1A
3~K 5),

50,0 3 Ll #e AP004-1906-2033 UV_VIS_1 WVL:254 nm
mAU 5
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Figure 3. HPLC analysis of impurities in cefixime

Bl 3. k1% s PRI RH S EUREE
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i F

i EXEAEE] T A S Fimp R UWV_WIS_1 WWL-254 nm
o maLl - -
<00
= 004
% i
§ i
g 200
2
1004
|
0. —
50 min
ol ido 200 30.0 40 500 GO0 70.0 50,03
| 1t i fmin]
HREE
TE [REE [T T LT B R EET T FER
min mAL"min mAl % % na
1 58.830 50.304 199284 100.00 100.00 n.a.
= E 50.304 199284 10000 100.00
Figure 4. HPLC of imp impurity reference substance
& 4. imp ZERT R RIREGIEE
500 T =i s #14 oL v I - HA PODE-1 B06- 2058 UV _VIS_1 WWL:Z54 nmi
AL
00 .
Eﬁw— %
g -
g a0 ‘
e
1004 ‘
o) L i P
50 fhir
0o 10.0 200 30,0 400 50.0 50,0 70.0 80.0
I (9] [min]
BOEE
FFS (R R EEf ) L Tt L1 TR F Ecker T HER
min mAL*min mALl % % na.
1 2780 0666 3.485 028 057 na.
2 3.580 0033 0277 001 0.05 na.
3 17777 201.189 388.854 T8.00 B5.24 na.
4 48,170 0.388 1773 0.14 028 na.
5 56.470 0328 1.881 013 033 na.
] 58.887 52.087 204.589 2045 33.53 na.
R 254 6T0 611.350 100.00 100.00
Figure 5. HPLC of imp impurity with cefixime
[ 5. imp Zx RNk fa s A R ALY iR B 1 E
3.3. rFHIE GIEE S NSRS imp &R
331 —#BIESHMERWE 2 Fin
Table 2. One dimensional chromatographic analysis results
2. —HERBERIESNESR
A A4 55 B 1B (min) AR LR B B[R] HE(%)
3 12.925 0.85 0.13
API 15.148 1.00 99.59
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3.3.2. ZHBIERIERMSER(R 3)

Table 3. 2D-HPLC-HRMS-MS results of component 3
3. HS SN _HREREBSHREER

B IDRERTIE 2D {RERTA] B_fELS TR TEE —HEET LC-HRMS-MS
329.00177, 285.02863, 210.02055,

23.43 454.04874 454.0490

JEORIZE 12.78 ’ 182.02588, 126.01222

23.92 925.10155 925.0990 881.11102, 126.01206

- 329.00055, 285.02844

HHE (3] ) )
X i CRRTEHG imp 24%) 12.73 23.45 454.04883 454.0485 210.02109, 126.01226
SKYETERS imp 2R + BREE 12.72 23.43 454.04787 454.0482 329.00076, 285.02820,

210.02074, 182.02623, 126.01208

KR vk, @il 2D-LC-HRMS-MS #mifill, 255K, 156 d2il sy 3 Akl lis imp 4%l
HEREY(924)ES, W) T2 7164505 454.04871 F1 925.10022; FEWIA 51 1 55 =A%t % HEX
B R i A 907.09 B, SAESE T imp S RARIIAELE .
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Figure 6. Analysis of polymer impurities in cefixime by TSK gel permeation chromatography

& 6. kAR EYRE TSK R BB

3.4. FBRLEH 3(imp)BILGEHITEIA

A4y 3 Ak NG imp 245, LC-HRMS 753 2#E T B FUE(M+H) Ny 454.04871, FRRHE% 4 FaN
45404911, SEIME S5ERRTHE LS RARRT, HERTHEE MW T (& 7):

17 2
OH
18 ~COZH ON®
N 0908 1Nz 20
I H 6
10 N--{7 g4
15 H2N——< HH;

Figure 7. Molecular structure formula of impurity imp
B 7. 225 imp B9 FEE
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A0y 3 W00 AR A SR 8, H N5 imp 2456 R A K 2D-LC-HRMS-MS Ji i
[FIRL M P AR B I (B — Sk 5 0y 1B e R BRI M), SORERS AL 3 kA T liE imp 245
43 TEN 453.0. PAME imp [ PCNMR, HNMR 3 th 5% -SG5 A2

3.5. AFRATH imp - RBER S UH REMHEN
#¢ Chemical office #fhit5, Z<5i imp —RAKR WM L5 FIHEN 4o R (& 8):

aH
0O :
HO \ 0=<f;rm
(0]
‘—
HO N
N

—

TE: 159.4732 KC/M NH,

Figure 8. Inferred impurity structure of imp dimer based on intermolecular energy calculation
E 8. WRiESFlafEE T EHENE imp ZRAEZRREH

ARSI 7 (2% 5 imp) 2 [R] LA 237 N S IR 2RAh A, X S5 AE BT LA vl BEA7AE R 45 P g
B, XA E MR .

4, 4Eig

KH LC-HRMS #i1 2D-LC-HRMS-MS 2] G far il 21| 3k 0 v 5 8 2 BT imp,  [ROAHBUAH ik 10 70 59
FEAR T BE il 2T, BRI ZMTEE R WA/ Bl B — Mm%, AR XM R4
TR BT RS RN 5 52 Sk R T 5 2 F 80N 453.0 HIHTZLI, IR RINIZ AR EEM L — Rl xS AR e i %
PRZLRR, FEHEIH % = AR AR 45

SE 3k
[11 2%, RE, PiRR, & 25T LC-MSIMS £ 0Tk w5 A MR [3]. 28940 ir 44 3%, 2010,
30(5): 872-878.

[2] Talebpour, Z., Pourabdollahi, H., Rafati, H., et al. (2013) Determination of Cefixime by a Validated Stabili-
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