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Abstract

Esophagectomy is considered as a high-risk operation in clinic; the high incidence and mortality of
anastomotic leakage is one of the major risks in esophagectomy. With the advancement of surgical
techniques, esophagectomy has been standardized. However, the rate of anastomotic leakage has
not been reduced. The causes of anastomotic fistula are complex; the diagnostic methods of early
leakage and occult fistula are limited. There is no standardized treatment process and no widely
accepted clinical preventive measures. In this paper, the etiology, diagnosis, treatment and pre-
vention of anastomotic leakage are reviewed and discussed.
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