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Abstract

Since the pre-Qin period, the theory of good nature has always been dominant in Confucianism. In
contrast, Confucianism did not find a perfect answer to the source of “evil”. It was not until Zhang
Zai put forward “the nature of temperament” that this question had a great development. Later
generation’s research on his “the nature of temperament” mainly is divided into two approaches,
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namely, the innate evil and the acquired evil. Innate evil attributes “evil” directly to “the nature of
temperament”, while acquired evil attributes “evil” to acquired habit. The two approaches are quite
different, the root of which lies in the different understanding of the nature of temperament and
the different approaches to ascribing “evil” to gas or habit. The former holds that the “the nature
of temperament” is “evil” because of the differences of clear, bright and positive gas in the forma-
tion of human being. The latter believed that “evil” came from acquired habits, but some scholars
directly denied the idea of “the nature of temperament”. The difference between Zhang Zai and his
predecessors lies in that he did not simply ascribe evil to gas or habit, but combined them to better
explain the realistic differences between people and give a reasonable explanation for the “evil” in
reality. Therefore, on the basis of admitting the nature of temperament, Zhang Zai ascribed “evil”
to people and attributed it to their acquired habits.
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