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Abstract

The German Ideology is the foundational document of Marx’s exposition of Marxist philosophical
principles, and the development of material ontology is one of the important aspects. Marx first
criticized the old materialism represented by Feuerbach, and pointed out that Feuerbach’s intuitive
understanding of the object of matter inevitably leads to an idealistic view of history. Marx’s
development of material ontology mainly lies in two aspects: first, it reveals the objective reality of
subjective practice, emphasizes the decisive role of material practice in conceptual understanding,
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and points out that material practice is the primary factor in promoting the development of human
history, which is Marx’s fundamental change to all old materialism. Second, it argues that the
pre-existing nature exists and can be known, revealing the material unity of the pre-existing nature
and practice. In a broad sense, since material practice is the overarching category of history, the
development of material ontology in The German Ideology must be grasped in the context of Marx’s
historical materialist textual whole.
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