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Abstract

In the theory of “Education without No Aim”, Dewey opposes the externally imposed, immutable
and ultimate educational purpose, and believes that the purpose of education is an internal, dy-
namic and specific purpose. A series of criticisms were made against the shortcomings of tradi-
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tional education. Opposing the “educational preparation for life theory” at that time, he believed
that education should pay attention to the current life, and in-school life should be combined with
off-campus life. Criticizing the teacher center at that time, it ignored the subjectivity of students
and could not give full play to the subjective initiative of students. While opposing the traditional
purpose of education, he put forward the “purposeless theory of education”, advocating respect
for the subjectivity of children, paying attention to the direct experience of children’s growth and
learning, guiding and encouraging children’s self-expression and creativity, and enabling them to
grow new knowledge and experience from their original direct experience. The concept of child-
ren in Dewey’s theory of “Education without No Aim” has modern significance. It balances social-
ism and personalism, and coincides with the requirements for educating people in the new era. To
this day, this educational theory from pragmatic empiricism and functional psychology still has an
extremely far-reaching influence on the modern goal of parenting, and coincides with the re-
quirements of parenting in the new era.
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