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Abstract: Conformity is a common social behavior that occurs during a decision-making situation. Women
seem to be more likely to implement conformity behaviors than men. The main purpose of this research is to
investigate how conformity manifests in female group. That is, to explore how female conformity behavior
would alter when the sex of the people who they interact with is varied; as well as the effect of opposite sex
on female conformity behavior. One supposed that “common interests” might strengthen the effect of con-
formity behavior in female, which set up another research interest that one would like to explore in this study.
Our aim is to examine the situations that can provoke or eliminate conformity behaviors. In this study, 2
gender situations (single-sex vs. mixed-sex) x 2 common interests (presence vs. absence) were conducted.
Participants are 80 female college students in Chung Shan Medical University (N = 80). In the meanwhile,
false-memory task was employed, in which the pilot study had already confirmed it as an appropriate tool to
measure conformity behaviors. As a result, the participants showed a greater use of conformity behavior
when presenting in a single-sex situation, as compared with a mixed gender environment (p < 0.05). However,
there was no significant difference showed at the situations with or without the presence of “common inter-
ests”; as well, the two variables had no interaction effects. Further analysis interestingly found that: confor-
mity behaviors were less likely to occur when participants were situated in the group where genders were
evenly divided. The highest rate of conformity was found when one was in single-sex situation. More details
and discussion are in the article.
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