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Abstract

The Oedipus complex is the most important construction of the psychoanalytic school. Moreover,
in Freud’s theoretical system, the Oedipus complex is a concept associated with the theory of sex-
ual instinct, the realm of the unconscious, dream analysis, and neurology. The “Oedipus” in the
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Oedipus complex is borrowed from the famous ancient Greek tragedy “Oedipus the King”. Moreo-
ver, Freud once attributed the cause of Oedipus’ tragic encounter to the universal Oedipus com-
plex in human subconscious. According to Freud, the concept of Oedipus complex is the result of
many factors. As a constructive theory, Freud used the Oedipus complex when interpreting the
tragic fate of Oedipus and other texts. The difference is that the tragic fate of Oedipus provides in-
spiration for Freud’s conceptual definition of the Oedipus complex. When Freud explored the
causes of neurosis, he found that the relationship between early childhood and parents was very
much in line with the plot of the Oedipus myth and the play of the same name. Thus, the Oedipus
myth that Freud discovered was regarded by him as a universal phenomenon, and he interpreted
literary texts accordingly.
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