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Abstract

During the Three Kingdoms period, the three kingdoms have respectively their own advantages
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and lessons and drawbacks worth alerting. Shu, the smallest of the three in land and population,
launched quite a few times of northern expeditions to Wei under the leadership of Zhuge Liang.
The northern expeditions have long been reproached by late-comers, because, in Shu, with a small
population, the northern expeditions mean using all armed might to indulge in aggressive wars.
Meanwhile, it also deepens the conflicts between the Jingzhou and Yizhou groups. However, seen
from a broader view, northern expeditions bring about many economic and political benefits to
Shu. In economy, northern expeditions promote the development of all trades, agriculture in par-
ticular. In politics, northern expeditions transfer the inner conflicts of Shu. In diplomacy, the north-
ern expeditions also play an active role in uniting East-Wu and others forces. It is proposed in the
essay that the advantages of Zhuge Liang’s northern expeditions outweigh the disadvantages. Hence,
the saying “northern expeditions accelerating the fall of Shu” is open to debate.
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