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Abstract

As an epoch-making tool in the history of production, iron ware is a sign to measure the level of
productivity in the pre-Qin era. Jinan City is the Ying Du of Chu, one of the important capitals in the
pre-Qin period, and there are a large number of Chu tombs around it. A number of iron objects
have been unearthed in Chu tombs around Jinan City, which can provide evidence for us to meas-
ure Chu's national strength, iron smelting technology and explore the phenomenon of iron objects
buried in Chu tombs. Through the collection of iron objects unearthed in Chu tombs around Jinan
City, and the analysis of data analysis and archeological typology, this paper concludes that the
tombs of Chu buried with iron production tools can reflect the grade of Chu tombs to a certain ex-
tent, and according to the analysis of the number and types of iron production tools buried with
them, there will be differences in different grades.
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Figure 1. Iron production tools unearthed from Chu tombs around Jinan Castle
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Figure 2. An iron axe numbered M1N:37 excavated from the Zuozuka Chu tomb
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Figure 3. An iron axe numbered M1B:44 was excavated from the tomb of Chu in the Sadozuk
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Figure 4. An iron axe numbered M19:14 was unearthed from the Chu tomb of
Song’a Mountain
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Figure 5. An iron hammer numbered M232:4
was excavated from the Chu tomb of Yutai
Mountain
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Figure 6. An iron sickle numbered M4:37 was excavated from the Chu tomb
of Baoshan
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Figure 7. An iron sickle numbered M1:T35 unearthed from the Chu tomb of
Guodian
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Figure 8. An iron gong numbered
M419:4 was unearthed from the
Chu tomb of Jiudian
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Figure 9. An iron chisel numbered
M32:15 excavated from the Chu
tomb of Luo Pogang
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Figure 10. Iron production tools unearthed from Chu tombs from different eras around Jinan City
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Figure 11. Iron production tools unearthed from different grades of Chu tombs around Jinan City Chu tombs around Jinan City
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Table 1. Registration form of iron production tools unearthed from Chu tombs around Jinan City
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