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Abstract

Empirical research has drawn increasingly attention in education field in China, especially since
2015 when numerous parties joined together to promote empirical research. Previous studies
showed that the number of empirical studies in education went up in the past 20 years, however,
the results might be limited due to small sample size and single evaluation criteria. The current
study used a systematic random sampling method to analyze 35,784 potential empirical research
articles published in all key education journals (including Core and C-SSCI Journals) from 2012 to
2021. The results showed that, 1) compared to keyword analysis, abstract analysis could more
accurately determine whether a study was an empirical research; 2) the actual proportion of em-
pirical research in education was approximately 15.6% in the past 10 years, much lower than the
results from previous studies; 3) the growth rate of empirical research in education has remained
almost unchanged before and after 2015. Therefore, it is urgent to improve the contribution and
review mechanism of relevant research, provide transparent review norms and standards, so as to
comprehensively improve the quantity and quality of documents of educational empirical re-
search, promote the further development of educational empirical research in our country, and
enhance the international influence of educational empirical research in our country.
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1. 51§

I AR AE SHEDT FEHEFI AT, TR SUENT FA A TR Mt A2, et 2 RRR A 5 E AK
JE1]. #EREZ K, BEREV TGP MB AT TR R A R[2]. SHELREE OIS
RN AL ELEAF (3], MR B H B FIR AR L B AR [4]. FEHCH SUSHER SHIERT 7T, —J7 i A PA
eI ARG R HE W, N BORHE SR BRI 2 MR 5y — T m] DAHERERE T30 H 208 BeE, B
TH AT, @A, BRI R E A R TR R[5

HEIE R T — N2 LMLk R, CEEMEEESEHRE R, A 19 e 30 44X,
FLAESR SR S, ) 20 S =R, SR T SHER AR AR SRR E— K, 2 B0 FU(1H
“EAUAHT IS KRR, FEEEHEXNEME T I FRR R, mR SRR E N, R
NEMEREZ ) Ja SR BB A, EVERT TR “BIERE T AR 20 T 80 AR, FHA
A T JRSCIEE S PR T A SCRE AT RO IS 3 3[6]. FHREA IX LA R, #0F Sk
Wi 7 UOEEB SO E . EVERE B A IS S UECEVERE BRI = B, H
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BRI 2 B N SEUERE AU B g B AL . e MR AR S W IE[7] [8] [9]. L2 MR 7t & &
o, RIREGT AT EX B BATWERF N, KIREGXT EWEOC RPN SEUER 7L iE
XS TN FAEA FE LN R I, SRAF R S 45 AL, 1M n] DU I A W = 5 R 56 UE 1) AR B
BHE[4].

KIS, REHE TR Z R EMN. 1980 4, XIAHRE “BE RS GET B E L
557 [10]; MHESFHRIRH “SHEL R E AR E AR EZDPR” (3] JE RIS E WANE HBE A
TEEN RIS, ST IR T 1], (B2 [ P 22 X SEUET 70 PR AN 2 A AR K — Bt )
WA G — I EFIAR . BN, skEME YOI A TER DL A B 7. R B Ve SRR
G XU, HARA RS GIEHIEH, EBEUE R T2 [12]. = B ATE BERA I 85 %
A RASR R BRI AL s SR U AN E PRI T =28 13]. ARMEAN R A4 Ty SUFIRI 7 7 200X — f 2 2 e
FITEAT A B R A . 2 B AISIE[14]. 2015 4E 10 H, AR K EE 8. JbRihie K
HEFH . 2EHERE R IO B BB T O EE F A e EE JEHE SUE iR
FEAEZRIMTE R 2847, KKHES) 7 SSER AL e h E B E AR AU g . 2017 £ 1 H,  CInss#E Sk
T, RS FRTE FER ERIT AT E 5 KA, #E—DHEs) 72T 3 SCANEE 347 208 o R e
KA A 124, B SHER IR Is D zs 7 )\, 3 — PR A K 08 SEUEwT FT R4
RN o

RGN, fEAg0i s B4 NS EME R HIZA T, LU STUERT 5018 SCH Rap LA 52 55 552 0
R MBS T, REBEFH AU LR o, Hd OB BHER 4] [7] [15]. B0, &k
NG BRI “ R SR A7 4253 G Rk 9118 S (1979~2008) BT A8 H (i 98 5 463047 1 ar b, KA
CRIITIL H78.1%, Ho IR AN UL s LA T A0 e R ) R, R S ) LR A 13
TS R I AL B2 5] SC(C-SSCH s FEWR 1) 932 7 “F AR 18 3C(2010~2019) 1 L FFBIF 7T 11 L
B4 72.9%. FHEEEE X Z0E SEUERF AU AL, RIE BOE SSIERT I R SR BB KASH[16]. it
A EE T 5 ANZE R 1073 518 302001~201 )50 B, K BUSZAERT 7T & b 2 2181 K
i, B 2011 FISUEHT T SCHR 5 HE T SCHERE R 20% ([15] p. 22). EXF0HT T A EZEEE TG 1)
4099 Jai SCHRk(2012~2016), &I SLUERT 7T SCHR 5 EL A 2012 S 18.8% ETHEI T 2016 H:11) 24.4% [17].
RTESCREERE LA 15 A E/KFEE T H 19 3808 F SCHk(2015~2019) A0 BTt &, R IR E 2 & 9
WEFCIE S5 ELRF S K, M 2015 4E 1K) 34.4%FRTF 2 2019 £E 11 38.6% ([18] p. 23). SARIR [E LM 78 #
BB EE L, (HAESCEE TN, SHET T S I ERORZEE . i, ERES T T A M
W4 SSCI #ATIH 2010 & 2019 4F, 3£ 4096 f& [FATPECCEE, KILMSHER 70735 5t 79.9% [2].
SRR, REZE SR ISR RN WD BRI R VAR R
MR EA (2 DR ST N F)s IREFEAR G EAZEMN: Hiad BrbioRm 5] gk B8 a5 m & 11]
[19].

DA 0E SEUEI 70 R SO R A I A, ARSI NE R e B E ) b, AR LA
SR IRYE . IR, DA FOR SRR 78 (0 I bR v, 30 2 B T S0 SRRl e R OB (1 UL
PG v, SRR IS OB R A W — R 1R SR TR SEUERF AL, XA 5 5 STUE R AL o LG R A e
BET U, BT MER RIS b, B9 78 7 SCuERF F Ok, 7 aE 7 B TR W T A
L% AT S C-SSCT HATI(LA FEIFR C Fil), FEAEG I RN TRk Ja , o i i 1 SRR 78 1) SCRik
HEATR B, ST SR AR AW R M . EhR P AT E N B AN S aRFETRE . 5. S8
SERFN AR T AN FEZR[20] o i o 1A B ] UG % G SC 3 B — B WA, AT SE AR R S0 R
J& T SHER T AR 2012~2021 FAFMBE R OHTE C TP RSCEOAIF N R, WAL 10 4
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TR 2B SR SRR 7T R R ey, BARHI T i) N T

1) 2012~2021 FH[A], 3R EHBCE BT S ACHF TR OIATIS C T, SCUERFficE SR
W[ AE A 1) 2

2) 2012~2021 FH[A], 3R EBCE BT S ACE BTG AT C A, AR SCRkd 250 iy iz
HER 7R M A AR g 2

3) XJE 2012~2016 5 2016~2021 PN B[ B, 3R 20E ST S ub i 71 10 450 5 40 22 15 5 TR Ry 4
JiH R BAFAEZE S ?

2. AR
2.1. IREFEXHNKRESTEE

(1) HTRk

ARWFFELL 2012~2021 FEE T FIILN <P SOZOIATIE H S ARZ0)” M < serk &Rk 5]
SCRGI(CSSCL)” WK IATISCHO B Fi0 R o SCHRTRE I RE 7 AP, SE—2P L 2012~2021 4F “HR0i%
OHFIE H RE” A “ iRk 2 R85 S0 R 51(CSSC)” SR 110 A% E K% OIS 41 REH K C-
TR, TRIERT & ZRIIHT, SRR T

a) JHTIZE 2012~2021 L HAERRB AN “ SOOI TS B AN Bt osctk R 25 0 517

b) BT BT 8 R U E AR (A B E %)

o) MAFIAEY) R SCRAAFAE T E AR/ N B AR R SCRDU A0 1.5 £5).

i UL IR BRI AR HE AT BT 0R , SEA3 3 47 AR BAARTRERAE LI 1: 2012 H£2 2021 4,
RS HATIE B A I 4 MR, 110 REERAT]: ChSGERRFESICRS) HE 5 AR
A, 42 RECE R [FEJE TN O TR 41 A

HRIRE S PIARHEA . 1R 2012~2021 FELEHAERRIN A SO CHATIEL BB YR B “ i scit
LRGSR o L 10 G IR BN BITIEGE PE 1 B0 RT3 A H Aol
HITIE B MBE BWITIEE 56 A “H et R 5I CR L7 MEE NTIEER 30 K. [FH
I J& TP AR EE A AT RO 27 AR B8 AR L R AR HE D TR R SCHCRE AN S B AR
BIRSCE ) EVY AL E 1.5 4% 58 —FR Rk th 11 59 ARZE FRIHTIAE 2012~2022 F R K CEA 199,474
T, AR ZHON T R CE Y 286~394 G o H4 WHTIIAE35 R SCE e i T 5 B Ak T (BP_E DO 404 )
1.5 £%), dibxf ik s AR SR ¢l an A 7). ZER)L BITISE) LTI gn a3 TAE N s, 8 12 4
IR SCRBEUST R, EAMNIKIT, R 47 REAFPAAR T 7 % Hod < soio 0 1) 2
HEW” MEBERATIEESR 44 A& PO RE5 30R 57 FZE KT E N 28 A, FRET
PRAN B PR 208 IR TI = 27 AR

NIEI 47 ARBE R T, BT IR TRZIIAT K05, (BEWRR) ABERFELHE N
WIF, HRE XT8N 1A, BT 12 48, =X 4 A&, ERCHIRE, AR A, HTI
24, WAT 19 A, F=H 1A, EREBGERE T, %A HHZERBEEEEFHTIA 36 4, &
tE 76.6%. W AFE 2 G HAE ER, (HESRANEMEATIA 6 4%, Ik 12.8%. Flun, (bR KE¥EE T
WY TR I LT CIFE, BT LH, TP RIRUI S B B G, IR EHER
BIFTHE, SCHRZEA L H 12 T P T G 545 6 RNV T TE ARG, R T HTHE 1 RITZ-F 1
RS B SR T 5 A, HEE 10.6%, #iltn, (HESL5) Mk aE N RE L
G EEAIE FE ) AR 1) RS AR PR AR AT« e SRR L E W) o AEIATIR R RE T, 47 AT
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T SIS AR R AR AR B AT X 7 (B AN £k W 7, SEURRRF 7 5%),  HAAah 5 LR % .

(2) SZUEME T SRR IR

M 2012 F] 2021 4F, IR 47 AATFE R SCERN 97,215 55, MR & SEUERF 58 SCHER AR E @ T -

a) SCHERASCHFIAIZE 2012 46 1 A 1 H~20214E 12 A 31 H.

b) SCERFRE S DL MEE R “ RALIR . oot SHIE. B s FEGE . AR
LI, BEUANE. N RiAME, LIRS, IR, . HEEE. AESCR. Db,
FEREARS THR. /R Bda. wmid. fiib. i, Moe. BIE. R, #m. A 1. SPSS.
L6 I SR AIF 78 < B R] (S48 1R 43 B bR e L35 1)

2012-2021 BAR P OHITIE B Rt 44

WA, 110430 E2EHATI, 2012-2021 AR P

SRR SRS I'HEMER, 42885
T, E&HAT41A, i 111A58F,

N=111

(IR QSR OEEGAN S STH Y
RIS E 2547, N=54, O}

> AR 8 SEE MHRET12
A, N=12, ES144, 524,
\_ N=52

\
— BB S REARAT,

P LAATIR B BT N=56,

“BHERRIFAS|STRE'N=30,

BEAHATI27E, Hit597-HF,
N=59

S HEMTIFINTRE: KT
V.3 ullltbayivz ;SR

MRXBEHTRIT, RESHEHT

BB P OBTIZR RS SR
o|ERBTI12E, N=12, ‘e
L 3| S AERTIOE,

N=

2, EGHATIA, Hit12F,
N=12,

R ISR STRAERRET,
“ch3 AT B BB 'N=44,
‘SR S5 |3 F 5 ]"N=28,
BEARATI25Z, Hitd74H8T)
N=47

Figure 1. Flow chart of periodical screening
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Table 1. Keyword search directory for empirical research in education

1. HELIEMRXBIIERER
WRITEER H SO TS A

W7 ARGk SHE
Wik (RGLER). Juorth. smfsE R, et
WL T WA SRR, BHUAR. AFKE RAFIE. JURBEIGR. R%. AUF

EACNEYIRPS WREREAR. BdE. WARSCK. Uik, HE/ER. Dd. HEFEE
Bl 7 Ik i, fA. HEL MRS BIEL BIR. e, o . SPSS. AR/

DL A B 007 A7 8RR AR R R TR S T 47 ARBITILE 2012~2021 48] 43358 R R 1 SCHR),
A 3R P 2% e b v 20 R R — A AR A SIAIERIF 70 SRk, Rt DUAERIF I A8 AR EGE0AIE, FE153
35,784 FaSCHR, HEKRSCER 36.81%. 47 AMATIRISZUERT T AR VEH 2 8.65%~66.82% (FEANTE L LI 3%).

2.2. BESHERE

AT FE T ES AT SRR TR S8R . SEUERT TSR S0 e DUSCSRUERIE 78 4 S A AT 20 iy
Hidgiit, /3205 10 SEH0E PRI SHETT TR 305 PR LA A, I PR I 5B R 4G 2 A B 1324
B Wy SUERIF FE R AERA 11 47 AHITIE 2012~2021 47 J118) K 1R SLUE AT 78 SCHR 10 s 344 o [ 1 7
ACRTTEEEE” DB GIOR )RR T, SR aREER ORI . B STIRCRIR. R 6
ARG RSO P DTRE AN 22 AT 40 22 (] 152 P STHR M A 4278 35,784 J STk, (I R GehENL TS
7 PIR SR I 10% 30k, FEE 7183 STk S2HUH A9 SCHRAE A Excel #EAT A BRI 3%, ILPUAZAT 5T
2 5 R R AL, DLW SRR 58 T SHIERT AT, 53 AN A B T BRI T b 10% A9 SRS
SR, BRICVE P A 75 O SIERT K 24k, —BURON 100%. 38 I AR U ZET0E 0 i A 75 9 SIERT
FORISCHR,  BE TN D3 U3 I ] 15 4 SORE— 5 I .

3. ARER
3.1. HESSIEMRELAXELEEETFEENTWR: XBIRASTER

M 2012 ~2021 4F, SEUERFFTF3 o5 LU BEAR 5 B FHESS,  2012 1) 34.94%F] 2021 4F 46.22%(1],
HFIa 2Rk, i, 7 ARTIE 2012 & 2021 48, SSFBFRA SO B RS TS, Hsz
UEWE T A7 U3 (E RIS 60%. CASIERE 7S 5 b e i) GEFREA 248D AW, SEUEWFFT LA 2012 411
47.54% b T2 2021 1) 85.29%. 18 AHATI SN 74 K S 5 LTI 7E 40%~60% 2 [7], HAEER R T
it DL CRIEEE V) A, SHIERF AR SCE T 2012 4E (1) 34.48% - F+5] 2021 4E1) 51.05%.
20 AMATISZUEF FUAE R OSCR  EERIMEE 20%~40%2 18], B4R B2 EFEss. HBokh,  GEERF
HETI) A CECEBE WAL TSR 70 RS 5 AR IE AR, FEARLRIFTE 30%3) 40% 2 [A].
ARAHT, (PEESEE) M DR PSE 5 EE 20%00 T, Hd ChE&ESHE) 1
SEERT AT AR RS (5 L2 R

3.2. HECIEMRNAXE: WESAER

AT AP SR R A I A ZE A SRR FU B W SR . B, 7E 35,784 FeiHId S IRI I 2 H O SR
Wi, RGLRRI (S EMERGERR S Tu NI 199 Fo BT RGERRSHT FOE H I E 8w B AL
B, SRPMEIEIXE ., Hd, WEARIEWII, WL N RS I SCIRECE Y 136 6, AR
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T RGLFRISCHR Y 52 T o FEAR 115 STHR IR ZELE D) 52 J5 TV T2 15 0 R LR i 7, i 4 SOl s
H 3 BET RAELAT . I, BRZHHE NRFLERISCHRIE 139 B, 20 4 SHIERF 7T SCRECR 1 0.4%.

HF—REd RAENL 7 I T 3585 5 SLUFH L SCHR(10.02%),  F A B TIHRHSC R £ LB %
BT R IR 3585 G SRR H ARG L, B TR I, BN ASTE T A, R AT T 2R A ) SOk
3369 (93.97%)ks, o i i E A W SR B B SR A 216 (6.03%) 0 - il ELEMTH 3369 4 SCERH, S
TEWEFE N 1502 (44.58%) 5% » AESZUEWF 7N 1867 (55.42%) Fa o Joidim ik el 52 47 3k AT I T ) 216 s STk
JiR S 72 & SRR FU RN 77 (35.65%) 5%, AESHERF FLHIELE N 139 (64.35%) 5 o I3 238 I 4l AN iR
SCBEE, SZUERER AT 1579 (44.04%) 5. 45 FVEN % 2,

B R RGEENL T 30 4R A SCHR AP E 3598 5(10.05%) . KR BB N 215 TR O, AT HER
WA FE A IR SRR A 3414 (94.89%) i » FHeH SRR 723 1412 53 (41.36%), AESZUEHT 5t 2002 47 (58.64%) -
JeiF I I ) S AT FIWTIR 185 8 STk b, SR s N ST AR 79 (42.70%) 5, AESTUERTE AL
BN 105 57 (56.76%). Lt i LA S5, SCUEBT TG T 1488 (41.44%) . AR TENE 2.

3.3.2012~2016 ££5 2017~2021 SESLIEFR & LB ENTLE

H 2016 FSCER I 6 52 B N2 1080, I8 L ie RG R LA EL R SCEkF, 2012~2016 4
ISR Fi g S5 2017~2021 SRR SCUER 7 e, TRLE MR A E £ R, R W20 RG ka1t
FERIZE SRS . A5 RN, WIHE IR 7183 i SCHRHr, 2012~2016 47 H A9 SCERIL 3383 F, 2017~2021
SR I SCHREL 3800 . 2012~2016 4E[1) 3383 SCE A, FHELPN 2 AT IR, T AERR A WA 5T 2R B 1) 5L
BRA 3222 (95.24%) %« e SEAERF 9T SCHR 1396 (43.33%) 5, AESCUENT 58 SCHR 1826 (56.67%) k. ToikiE
i RS AT I 161 RSCHR,  JEOSCH e A SERT AT 64 (39.75%)i, AESEIEWTFT 97 (60.25%)
o SEAUERFFCETT 1460 (43.16%)5 o

2017~2021 17 3800 3 SCRAHY, 4 PN 25T T A AR, AT vEE AR AT ATE TS SR TR SRR Y 3561 (93.71%)
T AR SZURRE U SCHR 1518 i (42.63%), AESZUER 7T SCHik 2043 55 (57.37%) . JoiZdat [ e Bt 47 1 b
F 239 i SCRRHT, TR SR s A SEUERIF 72 ) 92 (38.49%) ke » AESIIER FT 147 55 (61.51%) . SZUERFFT AL 11 1488
(42.37%)5% . GERVENSE 2 5K 2. 28 XA SCRRECE S i EGE R e 4 — 5

Table 2. Results of two rounds of screening and 2012~2016 and 2017~2021 article types
= 2. WETHIER 2012~2016 F02017~2021 XEHBIER 4T

F—HghE 5B RHhEL 2012~2016 4 2017~2021 £ At
STAEBT T SAEBT 5 SAEBT 5 SHERIRT s -
3585 £5(10.02%) 3598 £(10.05%) 3383 4% 3800 45
ME 3369 3414 3222 3561 6783
pibuE Al SAHIE 1502 1412 1396 1518 2914
JESTiE 1867 2002 1826 2043 3869
M 216 184 161 239 400
T I JiR S SHIE 77 79 64 92 156
JESLUE 139 105 97 147 244
SIE 1579 1491 1460 1610 3070
Hit JESTiE 2006 2107 1923 2190 4113
SIE & He 44.0% 41.4% 43.2% 42.4% 42.7%
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3.4. HELIEMRNEREXEME

P RGBENLIEREILHEL T 7183 R STk, S — i SCBEiA] e ke 2 B STUERT AU 3t 3585 R, &
T A7 AN JE SO E N SEUERT ST 3R 1579 7R (44.04%); 55 R S A PR R B A SHIERT A 3L 3598
o, A I R R SCHA E N SIERE FE R3S 1488 R5(41.44%), WEEIHMENSE RIER AR ZESR, SE
WFFE 5 EEARR RS E - K 7183 R SCEE 40N 2012~2016 £EAT 2017~2021 FEFHANEF A B, 45 5 BIR 2012~2016
P I DB ] PE A 2R B SRR ST S 3383 R SCE, AR 20 i i R JiR SO E D SRR AL B SR 1460
F(43.16%); 2017~2021 i85S K 3800 fa SCHR T, B 240 8 9 SCUERF 7L 1) 1488 3 (42.37%). 1ESCUEHF
FE 1 B 5 TP AN 1) B A AR M X R o FE 420 7183 el i S 4] FEAG 28 H SR I SIEWF 70, 3645 3070
8 SCRR B M e N SLIERE 7T, EE 42.7%. R, 7E 2012~2021 f 10 4E (8], @i S8R A6 2R 2] 1 STUE A
AR S LR R ZE R, TR LR & Al THE 15.7%75 45(36.8% * 42.7% = 15.7%).

8000
7000
6000

o 5000

E
X 4000

® 3000
2000
1000

0

F—RiEE kv 2012-2016 2017-2021

P XBERRNSIERRLE nBENERXHNXIERAREE

Figure 2. The two rounds of screening, the total number of included articles and the total number of empirical studies in the
last five years

2. BRI E REMAN S RAERTIIMGRE
3.5. IEIEFRRY 2012~2016 £EF 2017~2021 SEH B HATISEIERARR & SCENTEE

M 2012~2016 4, BUE BATISHIEW 7073 S HE 2 EFHEH, M 2012 4E1 14.9%H5 K2 2016 4F11 17.8%,
BIMH 16.6%, TKIE 2.9%.2017~2021 4F, SEUERT 50135 7 EE AN 17.8%38 K 2] 2021 41 19.7%, F1{E 19.0%,
TKIE 1.9%. BRI UL, A 2012~2021 4F, SSIEWFFCIR SCE 5 H— BAE/MESRTE, (H 2017~2021 ) 52
UERF T kRIS T 2012~2016 4.

1E 47 BZETIH, 15 RHTIFE 2012~2016 FFSLUEHIT R OSCE & HEFT 2017~2021 SFEAHEL, A&
) bR, kiR 3%, HA OFEET ) SSUERF AR SCR & A 2012~2016 “F1 19.5% FF+
£ 2017~2021 1 27.0%, EFHT 7.5%. F 25 AHITILE 2012~2016 FSLUFRF 7K SCE &7 ELAT 2017~2021
AR MR TR T 3%), LA CEE KW A, SEURRE AR K SCE G ELA 2012~2016 1 11.5%
A 2017~2021 1 13.7%, BT T 2.2%;: A 7 AATIE 2012~2016 4F SRR T & SCE 5 HLAT2017~2021
SEAHECA TR, TFREIEHETE 0.20%3) 3.2%2 08, L (RERRBE ) Al, SHETFRE R SCE ST
M 2012~2016 SE] 29.2% FBEZ 2017~2021 /£ 28.2%, FFET 1.0%.
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4. WHg
4.1. FESLIEARHEE 2012~2021 F2IER EFA#EE

T A SRR 7T BRI ARG 2R, 47 ARBCE BT STUERE 7073 & BB 4E B TE, N 2012 4E (1) 34.9% %]
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