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Abstract

“Benevolence” is the foundation of Confucianism and the core of Confucius’ thought. Contempo-
rary students’ understanding of “benevolence” is mostly confined to the tradition of Confucianism
and the simple interpretation of the text. In fact, “benevolence” has rich ideological connotations.
Confucius’ thought of “benevolence” combines politics, destiny and fortune, and their transcen-
dence. Through the criticism and reflection of Confucius’s “benevolence”, we can improve our
personal understanding of “benevolence” and promote the understanding and inheritance of tra-
ditional cultural values.
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