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Abstract

In recent years, with the development of Internet, network broadcast, as a new way of video
transmission, has emerged. However, there are also a lot of problems, such as network broadcast
piracy, stolen broadcast and so on. In China, because the originality of sports event programs has
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not been recognized neither by academic community nor judicial practice, it does not conform to
the definition of work in Copyright Law. Therefore, the rights generated by the transmission of
live sports event programs are generally considered to be similar to the neighboring rights of
broadcast organizers. This paper argues that under the current legal framework of China, on the
one hand, live sports event programs can be protected by perfecting the rights of broadcast orga-
nizers, on the other hand, it can be supplemented by the Anti-Unfair Competition Law for the pro-
tection. With the expansion of the scope of work in the revised draft of the Copyright Law, it can be
expected to be recognized as work for protection after the draft is passed.
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Figure 1. Scale and added value of China’s sports industry from 2015 to 2018
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