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Abstract

In judicial practice, there are many cases of stealing IOUs. In most of these cases, it is the behavior
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of the debtor to evade the debt and infringe the legitimate creditor’s right. The third person steals
the circumstance that others I0Us also appear from time to time. In China’s current criminal law
theory, there is a great dispute on the identification of this act. Although some judicial organs have
relevant laws and regulations in practice, they still cannot reach a unified opinion in the judiciary,
and there is a lack of appropriate punishment opinions on this act. Based on the legal provisions of
property crime and China’s judicial practice, this paper discusses the behavior of stealing IOUs, in
order to draw a correct conclusion. This paper first discusses the legal nature of I0U, determines
that 10U belongs to the object of property crime, and defines that IOU belongs to property inter-
ests. Secondly, the behavior of stealing I0Us is classified and discussed according to different be-
havior subjects. Among them, debtors that steal I0Us should identify larceny. A third party who
steals an IOU without follow-up is not guilty; Fraud is committed if it falsely claims that it has been
authorized by the creditor to claim a debt against the debtor; Fictitious facts authorized by the
creditor to claim a debt against the debtor are guilty of fraud; The theft of an IOU and its sale with
the debtor constitutes an accomplice with the debtor. On the basis of this, the criminal form of the
act is discussed, and it is concluded that stealing IOU is a completed crime under the premise that
I0U is the only proof of creditor’s right and debt. Finally, the follow-up behavior is discussed, and
it is determined that the tearing and concealing behavior is an unpunished behavior of larceny
and should not be punished. If the doer of selling 10U is evaluated as the acquisition type crime,
the selling behavior is not punishable, because it is the continuation of the behavior before, and
the debtor of buying I0U should be punished by covering up and concealing the crime.
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