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Abstract

Chitosan, derived from chitin, is a natural high molecular polysaccharide that is second only to
cellulose in nature. Because of its excellent biocompatibility, biodegradability, antibacterial activ-
ity, cytotoxicity and specific protein affinity, it has broad application prospects in biomedicine. In
this paper, the biological characteristics of chitosan and its derivatives and their progress in med-
ical applications are reviewed.
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Figure 1. The structure of chitosan
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