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Abstract

As well known for the hydrogen evolution reaction (HER) of water splitting, it is very important
to explore an efficient and cost-effective electrocatalyst for the development of clean and renewa-
ble energy. However, there still remains a huge challenge in design of highly catalytic activity for
HER. Herein, this work employs anhydrous citric acid as a chelating and dispersing agent, and
the hybrid particles are uniformly distributed on a nitrogen doped carbon substrate to prepare
Ni@Mo,C/NC nanocomposite. Electrochemical tests indicate that the Ni@Mo,C/NC catalyst pre-
sented a small HER over-potential and good stability in acidic media. This is mainly due to the
coupling effect of Ni and Mo;C, which can significantly reduce the particle size and increase the ac-
tive site. In addition, graphene-N, pyridine-N, and pyrrole-N with abundant electrons could in-
crease the electron density on the surface of nitrogen doped carbon and promote the hydrogen
adsorption and evolution.
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1. 518

AHAN I —MRA AR REIREA, TR ER IR R T L RN W) (H,O) T A IR AT AT £7
S KR R T LKA S 2 AT ORIR I EE SR —[1] [2]. HAT, Pt AR RITIIR2 g K il
SR 1 EAEALT, AE A B B R A 2 T AN [3] [4] [5]. Rk, AATTEC) FHIRRAR A
A B RO, R BRI SE AR ST e m AT RE, DURAR Pt SR EALTRIAE 9 ST S B (HER)
AL, FEIREEAEAL T, BRALEHS PtA BB d HIRES, BN — MR /1) HER fi
6] -

AT, SRR Mo,C C&MHRIE N T HER, A 41KLL[7] [8]. 4Kk F[9] [LOIFIZIK A [11]
[12]5%, JCHRGUKRRL T, Hoa B R &, RIME AL S B e R, 3 7 AR 2 R%0E . 81,
Mo,C KL TR AE R, AR AEATTR G, IS BOE RGEVECLE R, 9 T 22/ Mo,C 4K
Ry 54, HEHIEE Mo SRR AGEIEAE R, K Mo C 9HXKRL 1 [f] 58 /8 T B L, iy
K RIS — SN BAEH13] [14] [15]. 55— R Tt Mo C fEALTERE A RORmg 244 H 5 i
F g (Fes Co. Ni SRR G150, IX W] LA L 1454, JFIETRIE PR RO 628 -Mo,C FTI[16] [17] [18].
Horr, Ni BATBUFI R EREA R L RE, B P AR AL aae, Mo, MR Ni 78
Bl 2% 25 5 R S E MR B AR Y Ni(OH)z, 5 M0oC GHR R AL, 42 B 4N KR 7 il 4% 1o A vt A 1)
THIR, W LOE I G R ARL B G2 — i EI[19]

FEAE S, FATETHL NiI@Mo,CINC PR E SRR € 1) HER LT . DI AKATERIRIE A

HF, SRR AT WA AT R AR, 13 NilMo,C 9B T 21 A e BB 2 b, BB RS
VE A AR HARAE 8 nm Ay, BEAT 20 ML (RS, 380 1S PEAL A, 1 HLRB A v 3
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MG TT LA R 1 9 T 2 R 7T, A0 AN TIEIE-N FIRE%-N B 5 7, BN T A B AR i
R, et T AR I R S R, AERRIE A T B A B AT S AR E

2. SEWERSY
2.1. EERF

JRER(99%, 3tral, MZGRAMFEGIARAR), TAFTER(O e, F2RBI AR A R A
"), VWOKEHIRE (ol Bl uGia IRAw]), ARG EBRIK S HRE (I ral, Ll
Wt A UG R AR), A (e, E2% LA uGIAa R A A]).

2.2. Ni@Mo,C/NC RI& Rk

AR SC T R il FB R IS AT UK AA T 77 7249 21 Ni@Mo,CINC, BRI N AR, #4 3.0 9 IRFEA 1.5
g WA BRI AR T 10 mL 2 Bk, BHE 20 min, T2 835 5135 B I R - K 0.48 g 11(NH,)sM0,0,4-4H,0
H10.71 g ¥) NiCl-6H,0 %fi# T 5 mL 2B oK P #Eis i, BEJSHPINEBOR &, 87 10 min, #id ek
WG K e A B, 80°CIMIE D 12 h, BEIERATIRR. )5, 4 aTokidE T,
WA A R ERE, 7E N SRR, B 2°C min Tt (T HEE SR T 3 800°C, I T H il 5 AT LARR JCik BY 7%
A, RJERIE 3 h, fFERREBIERG, 32 Ni@Mo,CINC L. 72 & A2 IR 7 JE 30T,
AP TREE Ny 30 min, BREFAMES. CARIBER 7726 f 2 Se i IS, SR A I
(NH)sM070,4-4H,0 I, 5 #8433 Ni/NC. 43R A NiCly-6H,0 I, #2245 %] Mo,C/NC.

2.3. EEMRIEYIERIE

I3 4% [ Bruker D8 Advance % 4115 % 14T XRD IR, ¥E44 9 Cu Ka (4 = 0.15045 nm), #2479 0.02°.
{# FH{E[E ZEISS Ge mini SEM 300 %! 5494 H1. 4% 15 2] SEM P F1 SEM-EDS Jt. 2 43 i i, Il B £ A 5 KV,
15 I ZEER K Talos F200x G2 AU S&E 4 85755 TEM 1 HRTEM & f. @it XSAMBS00 i {x 53] X
SR H T REE .

24. EEMRHRALFEMERERMIK

K F RS 1 = A AR AR R A RR MR ANBRME S50 XRRE B AT S BREAT I, 5 FH 1 b 2 A R IR
£ CHI 660D Y, it AR CV #iZE, LSV LA i-t fhZRRAE HER PERE, H il 4% (1 1 4 77 v A5 171 2%
TEERMEETAR EAERN TAE M, WAHREMIE NS LM, 25°C FRIARHEE AN 0241V, HIE6
mm (47 SREEE Xt B b, BRIE S A 2 0.5 M H,SO, iAW, Bl 46 1Ff3 FI 2 1 M KOH &
PR IS B2 22 7E 0.1 mg LAPY, ERER IR FiiiRfE 55 K/ Lem x 1 em.

3. BR5WiE
3.1 MR MIERRAE

B A F AR S AT T RAE, SR 1 B, RILNIINC 5hrdE+ A PDF#70-1849 (1)
FHEAT AR FT &, X RS Fm-3m (225), A =/UIRIIATHE, 7024)8 Ni (1(111). (200)
H1(220) ST, AT 5 0B A= R4, 405 i E T4 Mo, CINC % % f 45 1] B4 Phien (60), 76 26 N 34.47°.38.07°.
39.5°. 61.76°F1 74.90°FH % LB %, Shrifkk i PDF#72-1683 HIAFIEATHIE—3. %+ Ni@Mo,C/NC ¥
wis FTA FIRTSTIEET E NiI/NC R Mo,C/NC JERU, JoHARR) A2 iiE, BiEA S AR+ Ni Fl Mo,C )

&, HRThHEBME RS M ER L, b 20 = 26°4b 00 52 3147 B8 RR (AT 514
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Figure 1. XRD pattern of Ni/NC. Mo0,C/NC and Ni@Mo0,C/NC
1. Ni/NC, Mo,C/NC #1 Ni@Mo,C/NC #J XRD
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Figure 2. SEM images of (a) Ni/NC; (b) Mo,C/NC; (c) Ni@Mo,C/NC and SEM-EDS
element mapping images of Ni@Mo,C/NC
2. (a) Ni/NC. (b) M0,C/NC. (c) Ni@Mo,C/NC & SEM #1 EDS st &5 [Eli

2(a)#& Ni/NC 1] SEM [, 7] LUE 24 )8 Ni BRIZBURIIS &) ek i b, BURLIK B2 9 200 nm 72
Fis B 2(b)s& Mo,CINC ) SEM [, Mo,C Mitki A2 7E 50 nm A A7, {HA&RA TRMMEIERIIS, %5
bor B AR A FLIF I = 4458, 24 Ni 5 Mo,C By &I, BAT1 2 [ f i R4 F AR 19 2 & 44 Rk ik
B AR/, Wl 3(c)fiam, BRI EAN 10 nm A7, KEMBREH HEBRILR b, 2487 Kt
KM, SEM-EDS JuFR /A EHFZE & MR H & Mo, Niv CHIN JTE. RIEE 3 BRfnR &=
EDX El, Ni@Mo,C/NC H Ni F1 Mo )5t & £1°4 19%F 29%, i UG rI ERHE AL
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Figure 3. EDX pattern of Ni@Mo,C/NC
3. Ni@Mo,C/NC 7t R & = EDX &
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Figure 4. (a) (b) TEM images, (c) Particle size image and (d) HRTEM image of Ni@Mo,C/NC
B 4. Ni@Mo,C/NC K(a) (b) TEM B, (c) RZ5rFEM(d) & #EET R EE
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Figure 5. The high-resolution XPS spectra of (a) C 1s; (b) N 1s; (c) Mo 3d and (d) Ni 2p in the Ni@Mo,C/NC
[l 5. Ni@Mo,C/NC H(a) C 1s; (b) N 1s; (c) Mo 3d; (d) Ni 2p BIE S #EiEE

4 5% Ni@Mo,C/NC 1) TEM &, W] LATE B WL HIE 2] Ni 251 Mo,C BUki¥y S I sk iy b, 5
SEM L5 SRAH—3, WFIEARTE 6 nm~8 nm, A T #E— B Hf e AN R RiAR TG B A BB A2, X 1] 4(a)
RS A E, Wl 4c)FR, ATRLBR SR, KR K/NEHLE 6 nm~7 nm, XFEE Ni/NC 1 EL4%
B1iA 200 nm [ERLFF1 Mo,C/NC HH E A2 50 nm IERLT, BT LAUEH] Ni 5 Mo,C I BT LA RFARRL 7 1 R
sty A DB, BRI IE AT DAYE — e FRE R ORI A5, HARAE T SRt R
L $Em T EEME SR, Il gt TiEE. B2 Ni@/Mo,CINC HIE4r#E TEM K,
ERFSTE]EE N 0.228 nm, fRFATZ Mo,C HI(101) A4 [20]. Bb/E, @it XPS Mkt —2 T YR KR+

BRTTEMAR, Kl 5(a)s C1s ) XPS miar#r et &, 7T 284.8 eV [ C-C, LT 285.6 eV ] C-N/C-O
FIAZ T 290.28 eV ) O-C = 0. & 5(b)/& N 1s ] XPS i HER etk I, LA Jaml o ="M, 535l

T+ 398.48 eV AbIERE-N, £7T 399.88 eV AbHIntig-N A7 T 401.68 eV AbMI A 55-N, MEiE-N FILwg-N
e EEMEEMM21], XiFE—BU M TR ICR MBI BIBAELE T, T BT R IE R B, Atk rE R
W-N FIAFAE, W AR KPR H Ak 2535 1 [22] . ] 5(c) 2 Ni 2p s #E% XPS Jilk [, 454 HEN 853.08 eV
Ab IR 42 )8 Ni, LAZE A 6E 855.98 eV (Ni 2ps2) Fl 873.48 eV (Ni 2py0) At (IR Ni**, 7T 861.98
eV F1 881.08 eV Ak [y & T B U [23]. tn Il 5(d) Firw, LASS 6 E 232.88 eV (Mo 3dy3) Fil 228.48 eV (Mo 3ds),)
L AR E B Mo, 7T 235.98 eV 1 229.38 eV Ak RN Mo 3dys AT Mo 3ds,, LM
Mo®™, X HNAE SR T A BRI AL, Mo*™ &AL Mo®™ [24].

3.2. Ni@Mo,C/NC FEBEM &5 TROtT S 14 RE

KA = AR R T Ni@Mo,C/INC A RHERR M 2448 T I HER YERE, FEAHE 4R, Wl T
Ni/NC. Mo,C/NC 1 20wt%p i PYC (11 BEAE Juxt B, 1] 6(a) FIZFE S TE 0.5 M H,SO, FLAEIR H ¥ LSV
2k, F5E 5 mV s, (i F/NEOR BRAR R 55 R R, A5 2 FL AT — e M AL AR
WP 5 0 UATEAR, IE BrE S IR 2R 25T 85% iR ¥R HE. ] 6(b)2 & B HIZE 10 mA cm 2
H1100 mA em ™2 gbisd LA K /NAE T B, AT DAB 2 & 31, Ni@Mo,C/NC 13 B A7 22/ T Ni/NC A Mo,C/NC,
B A L F3 K, Ni@MOo,C/NC (13 Fa A [RIRE X =35 f /)y, W] Ni@Mo,CINC & A AL TR TEHT
SN B B RO, XEER BT Ni Al Mo,C HIHh AN .. 4 6(c)/& Ni/NC. Mo,C/NC.
Ni@Mo,C/NC FiIilk PYC 1) Tafel fhZk1&], xF LSV MIZRHUANEX M EHREIR, #3205 ahoxs log| j| 68
B, BAERRRREN Tafel #3F, ©5 HER 31 /12 AIPLEEA 5, B/ Tafel AR K
HL T S R . E 0.5 M H,SO, B ', Ni/NC. Mo,C/NC Fl Ni@Mo,C/NC ] Tafel &4 5N 246
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Figure 6. (a) Polarization curves of Ni/NC. M0,C/NC. Ni@Mo,C/NC and Pt/C; (b) Overpotentials
at current densities of 10 and 100 mA cm2in 0.5 M H,SO, solution; (c) Tafel plots

& 6. Ni/NC. Mo,C/NC. Ni@Mo,C/NC F1 Pt/C 7 0.5 MH,SO, ;& Ha(a) RiLHhLk; (b) &
10 #1100 mA cm > RLBYTERAL; (c) Tafel BhZkE]
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Figure 7. CV curves of (a) Ni/NC, (b) Mo,C/NC and (c) Ni@Mo,C/NC in 0.5 M H,SO, solution; (d) The corresponding li-
near fitting of the current density vs. scan rates
7. (@) Ni/NC. (b) Mo,C/NC Fi(c) Ni@Mo,C/NC 7E 0.5 M H,SO, ;&% i CV Fh:E; (d) ERZEESHENXE

0.5 F 0.5 M H_SO, solution
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Figure 8. Nyquist plots of Ni/NC, Mo,C/NC and Ni@Mo,C/NC
8. Ni/NC. Mo,C/NC F1 Ni@Mo,C/NC #J Nyquist &

(a) () 0 -
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Figure 9. (a) LSV curves before and after CV cycles; (b) i-t curves of Ni@Mo,C/NC in 0.5 M H,SO, solution
9. Ni@Mo,C/NC £ 0.5 M H,SO, /&R H(a) CV TEIRRIEHY LSV BhZk; (b) i-t Hh%k
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MRk 5

E 7(a) B 7(b)FIE 7(c) Al & Ni/NC. Mo,C/NC 1 Ni@Mo,C/INC IfEIRR 2 #i 28 B, HA 94
004V E014V, HEHSmMV s HKESOmMV s, & 7(d)RXT R Cq B, LLHLI S BRI AE B
M, HIRER B L AL T BABH AR R /N2 R — 2, A TR AR XU 2 LR R/ 25]
Ni/NC.Mo,C/NC 1 Ni@Mo,C/NC ] Cg 43 %14 42.1 mF cm2.49.1 mF cm 241 95.2 mF cm 2. Ni@Mo,C/NC
(1) Ca te K, METHANBAFES,, EH &R EAEETR, X#EFE T Niv Mo,C &5 2 it
B BRI REVER, £, AR/ 7RI RS, AR m 17 i E A, e
1 HER 1B @i EIS MGt — 0 Al 5 I S i Ak ) 6 HL 7 4 A HLBH, EIS AT 3R Y B4 0.01 Hz~10° Hz,
WIS FAE SIEE AN 5 mV, [ 8 & Ni/NC. Mo,C/NC F1 Ni@Mo,C/NC 7£ 0.5 M H,SO, 1] Nyquist
4k, Ni@Mo,C/INC [1-EIH BAT RN, sl s, BAPERRNE) 1% . B AR e v
FeHSePR N B &, Rk, FRATE 50 mV s IFFER T, #EH4T T 1000 Bl CV B RIAR
Ni@Mo,C/INC [1Fa e, & 9(a)Z&7E 0.5 M H,SO, Hfif i - CV IEHIINRET 5 19 LSV M2k, fERR%E
50 mA ecm 2 &b, LSV HiZE 5188 36 mV, FREIMEALF R & e tE[26], AT i — B RHE Ni@Mo,C/INC
MR =R e, FRATENNR T Ay 142 mv AL RIETIR] - mR 2R, Wl 9(b)FiR, TE—JFERM 1h
P, PR I FLIA S R B R sk, AEDRTERE JS B LN P, FRALSE B /N SO [k, e T Rae . T
RESE Bl I R R EAT, MEAERIZETE A . FERRTE FME T, Ni@Mo,CINC H & B rtaEtt, BB At
BHS Mo,C LI Ni 256, $m TSGR S M, AR5k T A2 A i R 4

4, g5ig

R CATCKFT TR R EE AT, PREIRIE, K SRR 7 56 BT A48 2% 1R ik 58 i A7 28 1Y)
Ni@Mo,C E-&40KRikL, 35 Ni@Mo,C/INC B &AL ddilitng-N FIrkig-N K piE 4%, LA Ni
1 Mo,C Z [ IR FIZONE, 358 T Ni@Mo,C/NC A AL H s fi by MR RR e P . Ak 2t a5 SRR
B Ni@Mo,C/INC HEALFITE B M 461 6 %5 B 47 ) HER £, 76 10 mA cm 2 Ab it B4y 142 mV, Tafel
RN 110 mV dec™, FFHAH RIFMREHE. ZE5RGEIHET AT EAMARN A, MREAK
e RUAE 5 4 e M A 7 ) % SR I B 22 RS
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