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Abstract

This paper makes a preliminary investigation and analysis of the structure of “Shu N de” in mod-
ern Chinese. We believe that the structure of “Shu N de” is a very common and productive form in
modern Chinese, and its construction prototype is “Shu Zodiac de”. We used the theory of con-
struction grammar and analysis method, discussed the “Shu N de” structure on the evolution from
grammatical construction to rhetorical construction. Further to the “Shu N de” syntactic structure,
constructional meaning and constructional causes were analyzed. Finally, we summed up the con-
structional meaning of the “Shu N de” as “The subjective evaluation of the salient features of dis-
course objects.” At the same time, the pragmatic functions are briefly explained.
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