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Abstract

This paper is to investigate modality in domestic COVID-19 news discourse from the perspective of
Systemic-Functional Grammar. All together 30 related news reports are collected from China Dai-
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Iy, the representative journal in China. A corpus-based research method is used to analyze the
modality features, including type of modality, value of modality and orientation of modality, as
well as interpersonal meanings in the news discourse. Findings indicate that in domestic COVID-
19 news discourse, modal words of probability and obligation account for a large part, and me-
dium and low value modal words are more frequently used, all of which are inclined to present in
an implicit subjective and objective way. In specific context, modal expressions are served to en-
sure the precision and objectivity of news reports, strengthen their persuasiveness and credibili-
ty, and realize politeness towards readers and self-protection of news editors.
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1. 5l

LL Halliday NAAERIAGIIRET 5 FIRAN, EFA =ocohie, BBSIhie. AbThae Ao
RE. Hh ABRZhRERVE MR R S MR =R B P rRE M EsR R, MR ARG 5 R A SIS,
TR NI FENT Y. NBRIAE L EE il M SR SEBL, T A5 2RIE 2 Ui vk 2 %) G4 ) 4 b
5, W2 R M R 2R RS fE S A5 R AT ERIA A SN E L
RMME S RGLRRIE, & MRS A AR WA AT RE Ul T8 B EE e AR (T E R
WA RRIEAS . WREEE S RSN TERIMEH P 2 EREES. B ERERNES RS
B T DA S35 A 2 0T 138 e S S P P AR ) SR AR E MR AR SRAT At AR A BRI 5%, 3BT
LT A AR B0 N AR S5 R (KA L AR N5 3210 N AL S BB R R R 55 2] AR
S AR TR N S A 2 BORE S B U EER R — AN EE O NR G REIE LA
FEX T A FER AR AT 7S, i IRER[3]. ) S ERAANEEER[5] [6], BURIUER R
GEHEAT R LL I AT[7] [8], AEA T-Hr A RS MR AW Fe i . A SOR MR GLThRETE 5 52 i, X P %
THIEH FARE P B S SCIATIER, R IS S FELIIT 0 BERE, EEBUAFIE SESR A
LB ThBE . 2019 4R MR (037 R Jeb PRI 25 i 28 B 175 (LA T~ 3 BRI e 72 175 ) A2 I o L Bl ST DICRAE R [
PRI AR D AN ) B R ORI IR KR A A AR, B RER) i
TR ZBIREME o ] A 5% 38 el 8 175 AT T 4R B AE A TR R P B 1 58k /1, BER DI B AR
AT TR T b A R TN TR A S AR AR il A A5 5, A R 5] 3 BER BAT SR
(e IS 6 3 [ R S S W TN R A Bt 7 — LA, HEsh TR S E IR I S KR .

2.1, 1gssa

LL Halliday AR AGIIRETE 5 AN, S BSThEE. NbrIbRemtEEohae. b, ABrzl
RERIEN S NZ M EZ SRR, RIS N G S RELAYGE NFrk R, REWREEE, &
i i NS BEERAT NI DhRE . ABrhmg 2 i AN RS S, 1% S3RIK YTk A KT i AT S 15 AR W AN 25

il
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WRIE T, 2=

=]

B, WhEE 7 MR Z IR R A, 5SS R A AFETE S (modalization) Fl E A fk(modulation) . 1
AWIRAE LA HAF ) ﬁ SCTHRE R R, 3 AR i AT B PR 2 1 B T, 6035 7T BE 1 (probability)
A2 H M (usuality) . B AHIRTE AACH) i BUIR S5 vt X% BIIFRCAI R, PR A RIS B, A
X 45 (obligation) Fll & F(wnllngness) [9]. SEEERRE RS F[10]0E] 1:

M2 : e. g This book might be his.

##: e. g John often plays football.

- X %: e.g. Youshould hand in

the paper now.

oA eSSk

L #JE: e g Iwould help her.

Figure 1. Types of modality
1. |ﬁu_. %i@

TEER, AT HZ M7 2R 15540 2@ i s &8 (40 will, should, would, could, can
ESNR S Iﬂ(ﬁu probably, usually, possibly, always, certainly, obviously %%), Bl % & (K45 &k 28
Tfﬁ%"%‘ﬂc}% 1% A5 A5 17 A9 i (W supposed to, obliged to £5)KSZHI[1], B I A4 Aok s
Mo BRutz A, FHARFZEWBIE . 4R A0 RS S T LR RIS

22. RSEE

T ASRIE R E A € B L Z A IR X3, BT DAAE H 5E AN 58 Z (a1 U wT U AN R 11 2
A R A AR S A TR E B E . XA E S AR A FE R R EA T R A R L
MIrTRedE. 2%k, SRR, BERERBOT NS, . K= BEEERLOIWE 1FiR:

Table 1. Values of modality

ﬁ 1. |Hl|_. E{E
THAME Al et S X% =R
= certain always required determined
H probable usually supposed keen
& possible sometimes allowed willing

b 7R AT A, A HA )R EREE R T By R R R A I s K= E A . W0 must,
have to & % /KB = =18 will, shall, would, should, ought to % % /&¥l+H&14; can, may, could, might
W ARBUREEL]. 301 know AILE &1 think &8+ &8 imagine, suppose, seem, appear (A
IREAH . Thompson A 91 A (E 2 B U6 1E A0 i REEER B RCHE I ARV 005 A mT DU I A 8 2o
B EBARHE E, W1t will/may rain, B N BUEUIC I A8 AN SE Redis 2 [11] . ASEHE HI 1
AN TA] (A FH 2 B A 1 A0 i R R 18 ) AN R R PR A T

2.3. {BEASHE

A RS R B SR BUA R G E 1] FESHUAR MU NP e FIRE L, 70 Dy WLHR A AN
A . F L MR AT HE R A AR BRI Bk R
M, ARG, W BB NARIE . R EMES T, ARIUES R SN E R
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—AMAFIRLOEIERE, a0 “Ithink, 1 want, | believe” %5, AR UiiE N H MM S BAPERM— 8 H
— A R RRH/INVEI SRR, I “it is likely, it is certain, it is possible” 2. i1 AR kb B 2 AWM
Mo ARKR R —ANFEIEN RPN E N b T3 P s 2 B R Bt AR R0, & 2
HAE BN RRAAIL, 5% EE S SRR L. W% 2 Fin:

Table 2. Orientation of modality
2. [BSEE

A H ] MrAGREEyY) (SR EEER Kt 2 B
Al REE | think she knows. She will know. She probably knows. It is likely that she knows.
2 He will sit quiet. He usually sits quiet. It is usual for him to sit quiet.
P& I want him to go. He should go. He is supposed to go. It is expected that he goes.
=9/ Jane will help. Jane is keen to help.

3. IBRAVIEENS 54

AE TR AEAAT R, ASCEIE BAARYER I, A (P H ) A B A e 2R
BRI 30 A AWEEN R (RE B My E gt R, A b E A E 2 L, R E A S
g N R A SO, R — o R N PR A 2 EAMBMA R R R e i b R 4G, R
PRI KRB bR il iR 2 A . (P E H4R) (China Daily) & 1 El Brfs 3% BA AR TR A, 1
rEEFER RN E L& HFCRAER S € BME S, HARMANTRRERTIE, XF 30 FH i i i i)
TR, HSEMESB AT EoidiEd, AXS% SRt E R4 iR E S
HIEAES PRE T R WERRL A . 2 el B iR, 2 TH AntConc (3.5.8)fu R &k
NREREFRTESCA T ) =AM ARIEAT GEit, VA9 45 1 PR e B 0T TR R IO 1 S i, B B L
MBS LI TR, HEERHERM, ESELNESIUARR A, DL R A5 A B AR 58 1 3 2
REAT A PR 3o

AW FEE 1 TR AT i 7 -

1) fEE P HE R E R T, E RS AT e

2) EANERE SR, N SR AU T AT TR =7

3) IXLEEAAETER T RA A NBRIRE?

4. FHERSTHE

ARG, E A RSN R R A B SR R, KB TRRER AR &
RE S HERA LR e KRB E ST OB B, A 2 MESENE, ahiE, BSEAR
PEARTE, 1B S MBS AR N o BB T RTT 10 M AR 2 IUE R 3.

Table 3. The most commonly occurred modal words and their frequency
= 3. BIIESIRAEIRE

5 LA E
1 will 79
2 can 51
3 should 35
4 may 28

DOI: 10.12677/ml.2022.1010287 2134 BURIE 2%


https://doi.org/10.12677/ml.2022.1010287

Continued
5 would 24
6 still 19
7 must 14
8 might 10
9 likely 10
10 be expected to 8

M EFRATLAAR Y, A LS A SE IR SO ST R A O A B, A will 2 [ P R % 1 2R
Ve B F S A s, BN 79, BERORTTREME, 2 M TIREEIE, R 4fiE o iiils A& Lk,
NP s e, BHEEuG, HTEEINE, RIAIEFE X FRIZE, 10 can 1 should BERILIK,
I3 BB 51 YR 35 Yk . HoAt H WS SRR S still Al likely 25175 25 BJ17 F1 be expected to 255 &4

M.
4.1, RSB

Table 4. Distribution of types of modality
F 4 BESLBSE

THARA WAL i
Al RetE 194 63%
2 37 12%

X% 61 19.8%
=g 16 5.2%

MBS ATV [ AR e A X (A DL 51RO FTRENE, SRERMSE, JRHEL 194
o AR 63%. 1EAE R “RAE” 2K, MM AR TR, MRAINES R BN, K
AT 2 DAL T A BEARAA R B2 A IR . 2 IRATHIE 5 R BRI 2 W S AR A B R, AT
I 2R Z AL 06 (RS T RARARIBAE O+, BATS ST RIRAE S ERIE T L A O/ e A 3
ARG BB [12]. KBRS Rk M AR RO, J0AE 1 08 720 S AT PRI R E R [F]
TR EAEEE. AKEE. AREESF NE O N EiERM. 2Kk, RonCSEINERRE &b
19.8%, ArJE 5 o 2 B SR ST R R, KRR SCS5 B 2 il g A [ 5K BUR A3 R
RIAHRTUES 55, HREHENMEGERES 5K, LR, —ERE LRt AL, 3
P -

42. BSEEST

Table 5. Distribution of value of modality

=5 BESEENS

HARH Ve i
[ 35 11.4%
i 160 51.9%
i 113 36.7%
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7 5 WTLARH, [ PR R I R I R 2 R IR E A RIS AE, & 88.6%, A G A 1A P
BN, A 11.4%, AREEE SRS s EEES RS EdarEEE, PR
fE AW will, would, should, likely 55 (548K 2 4. B H450E & Ay B HARIE ReAS 2138 15 € VP4,
TEVE R BRAL R oM s i AR, R b AR A 1A, 7R S g NI sl in - A EN R i R, S
DABCNBIRG . 2R TE S R A 2 B A AR IR LA, NI B 25 5 8 AATTRT 852 o i Hh B A A5 1A (436 v
TACETE S, R ICEE G 3 EE ARG, PrE A MR R s, TR T R B — e B,
FOBF#HOBORAERG . T B A TR EESEIN S, PRI E S A 4
XPPE,  MREZRWIH RIS HRIE I AR AL, (TR IE R AR AN

4.3. 1RZSBEE 54T

Table 6. Distribution of orientation of modality

6. HEMENH

A HLA WHL i
BEFEM 12 3.9%
Rt 0 176 57.1%
R 5 0 97 31.5%
BHEEW 23 7.5%

M EZe 6 ATCUE Y, FEE T R s R AR T, R R B B 5 R 4. JE I 43 R
RS, will, should, likely, possibly %5 T3 B RE P 35 W0 AN et 2 W08 14 155 285 3l 1] AR 25 B I iRl S A6
WrRAE RS, EEEREMAGIRE, MR RS BB H O A DA R IE
Ko MATHEIERW A O FAE S B s R AL &, AR —AME A Y . X AETE R B 1 sk
PEIEERE , TCAHISS A SR, S8R RO 1 R

4.4, IBREIMBESABRENX

441, RIEEMRMESERY

FESEAG A, W70 AR AEAE RN (8] Y B4R A A RAE B, ek Id — L8 A5 B i — g HoAk
508, ATt A F — e AR FE XA AT e v, (T I R AT SR ML, w1k
AT P A T T B, ORIUE R R vV 5 2 A

1) All 10 close contacts of the patient and more than 7,400 people who might be exposed to the virus in the
case tested negative for coronavirus.

Bl 1, aE i A RE S A1 might sl e SHEN, SRR REIEAOC, Fak i #E A
X TR P R AR G R R TR X — AR E T, S RRE T R E, NE CE N R
R, HERHAEE TIRE R, PRIE 7B EE R R WA

4.42. HEERRRAFTISE

7 I A2 AT Dhod i B 5 A A2 51 0 07 OB G R FLSR, AR ILARE B 20 A IE M1 &
HEW =, AR, A I E AR R AR AL SZ o [t AT DU R A [ S A ) IS A Rk
e, RBEFRE MR, B S R .

2) Ruan added that China shouldered more than its due responsibility, and China’s donation of COVID-19
vaccines will certainly help countries in need to move a step closer to achieve immunity.
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BRI, AR

Bl 2 h, ERAE SR certainly ], RS HEN, PRI TE AR T e 1 0 v R AR
PREIL T v [ 35 B At [ 2% — A 0 AR 8 e S (e, TR0 S A A5 P S8 ) S R A B, 4R 1
A AT R, T3 BT SR N BRI A gL 7

4.43. BEFLEREL

Leech iNJy, fEFHACHL Y, THIEBIAIEE, HE218 N FER RHUBBOR, 155 tlBAL 3 [13] . i i
F b, BERRE RO SR EAEE S R RALSUR I, 5T S A S SN s g EAR KRR R L RS 5 B AL
PR, AT R R RS, IR 77 SR 58, DA b SRR A7 1 B2

3) Zhong believes similar measures would also work in other countries currently battling the pandemic.

1 3, AR ASSNE would Rom %S 55, HE USSP &SR RGN 1B, DARBERI T
NG HERMEENIE Y], HEE A RERIUTS), R G RIUTAIR e B % 74T, 3L 4L
PR, HHTHTHEEZERRR, HEEEEHPRELR.

4.4.4. HriE THEE B B RAT

W B E AN 2 B O WSS dr s WO Es &, HIS9E SR EME, R IE s —L5
ARG SUE A T =07, K B CXHME SRS A SRR 2R, PUAR B RARTHIH K.

4) “I think that the problem is that many of the regions in the US are not proactive. They are only reactive
when problems appear,” said Ho

4 v, 1 think FEMIESEER, SRR AEHAIW A, ZREEWMESRE, BiEEEEH
EEEMAEE, KRMHES 7 H O WA, RO SN, ¥ E o RE TR
P, @GS EE L B BRI, IX2 8 EORYHIH .

5. B4
AR GEDIRENE 5 AU R, 0T [ AT 7R 17 S [ T A R 1 A R G N B EOSGEEAT T, A

HARMER (B HR) Fki 30 FHrmRIE ot iinkl, B@iERE. B EJUATTm s
B AR R AR FIRAL . AR A A [F = AE A SR8 T AR BN . PR E AR
WA R OSSO A2, RIS IEAAE SRR YT, & IR &BahE A will, can,
should. [F]Hfs FH A2 (4 AT RE VRS A5 1A A0 LS5 AR, RERIE — 5 K AN R 1 LA 5it i Fe 15 s AR TAE 1R AN
FRNE, SRIAE R SN NKITUES X5, RN AS 5K WA 2 A T R R R A A DL R i
AALIEE R, EERBAT LS, BOL5EE M. X2 DR B AR 2 I 77
AEL, HISS D N EMNE, MR F R . A RARRIER RS, SRS L EIER DR
N B3 S ORALE T P HE B 5 2 WA, 004 500 P 50 R 0 R AT 2, 8 B AL 350 i DU RVGRf Fl A3 1) 1 3R

(P00 9o AEI BT R BN TARVE SR8 3R — S 0 RIRAE, EUN T 45 ARG 7 I SOA
AT RIERR I R — S I R
SE 3wk
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