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Abstract

Metaphor is widely found in many modes such as symbols, language, sound, image, and writing.
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Since the outbreak of COVID-19, cartoons about “fighting the Coronavirus” have flourished, and
multimodal metaphors are often found in these cartoons and slogans. The corpus of this study is
mainly selected from cartoon.chinadaily.com established by the China Daily, and combined with
the conceptual blending theory, to explore the construction of multimodal metaphors and their
meanings in comics of “fighting the Coronavirus”.
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Figure 1. Relationship model of four mental spaces in conceptual blend-
ing theory
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Table 1. Multimodal metaphorical representation in the cartoon “fighting the coronavirus”
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Figure 2. Medical care personnel in the world take action against the coronavirus (Author: Meng Cai)
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Figure 3. Multimodal meaning construction of “medical personnel help people defend
their homes”
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Figure 4. Globalization is challenged by the coronavirus (Author: Meng Cai)
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Figure 5. Multimodal meaning construction of “coronavirus affects globalization
development”
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