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Abstract

National image is the name card of a nation and an important part of a country’s soft power. As an
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important means of information dissemination, documentary is a significant carrier to shape,
spread and enhance national image in international communication. At present, there are abun-
dant researches on national images in documentaries, but little attention is paid to the special
field of “diplomacy” in national images, and few scholars have made special discussions on the
field of China’s storytelling and diplomatic stories from the perspective of multimodal metaphor
and metonymy. Based on this, starting from the theory of multimodal metaphor and metonymy,
this study interprets the cognitive construction of multimodal metaphor and metonymy in China’s
national image documentary Great Power Diplomacy to analyze the national diplomatic image
created by them.
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Figure 1. “China’s great power diplomacy” is “the stage”
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Figure 2. “China’s great power diplomacy” is “a journey”
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Figure 3. “China’s great power diplomacy” is “a fast train”
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Figure 4. “China’s great power diplomacy” is “a shield”
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Figure 6. Cooperation between Kenyan companies and Chinese companies
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Figure 8. “China’s great power diplomacy” is “the human wall”
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