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Abstract

Drawing on multimodality theory from the perspective of social semiotics, the case study probes
into how the introduction of multimodality may affect the reform of college English teaching, what
attitudes toward such multimodal pedagogy are possibly held by students, and what characteris-
tics may emerge during the pedagogical process. The study found that the majority of students
agreed the positive role played by multimodality in learning college English, particularly in arousing
learning agency and interest (97% agree). In students’ multimodal output, a preference to non-
verbal modalities was detectable: Compared with verbal modality, these non-verbal counterparts
show students’ higher-level literacy ability in their multiliteracy repertoire, which also enable
them more channels to make meaning in learning English and engage in relevant learning activi-
ties rather than to be hindered from the conventional ones due to their inadequate English lan-
guage proficiency. However, the further study on how to dovetail the pedagogical advantages from
mulimodalities with specific pedagogical praixs is still required. Also as found by the study, some
students, though embracing multimodality, were confused about how this innovative pedagogy
can exactly promote their language proficiency, which calls for teachers’ engagement into deep
and adequate multimodal pedagogical design and implementation, as well as teachers’ efforts to
merge marco-innovation in pedagogy with micro-pedagogical effect on the basis on specific peda-
gogical tasks.
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e, WF2. WGBS . BN S o AR R R 05 e th 1E HE B3R [ KA B 2 b s S 4
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AR Z SR HIEFEE . B ), 4000 ERBTE , — AR, —ALERE
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FEWOR  BTEEE ST L5 TR S o AR (1) A 1. 89%IE 4 A b 5, RISt Bl oy 0). ik, 2%
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Table 1. Comparison of two surveys
F 1. MREHERT. BERREELERIEE

FEEFRE Eib=s — AEHE NEAER
IR J&
WOF W OB W & ®W B ® &
1) BRI B TR IR 5 2] D, 51% 89% 33% 8% 16% 3% O 0 0 0

2) WA A B T IR SR EIEA IS, 39% 51% 15% 12% 18% 22% 20% 11% 8% 4%

3) M REB TR EERIEIERE . 43% 72% 21% 13% 20% 12% 16% 3% O 0
4) FRIAF I Szt ok 7 3 S L 8% 41% 11% 26% 56% 21% 19% 8% 6% 4%
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) oA FH 2 A Al A PR 802 DV B S RS S R R
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Figure 1. Examples of students’ multimodal output
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Figure 3. An example of a student’s multimodal output (No. 2)
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