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Abstract

As a unique literary creation skill, dream narrative occupies an important position in the Ameri-
can contemporary writer Cormac McCarthy’s apocalyptic novel The Road. The thirteen dreams in
the novel can be divided into three categories: nostalgic dreams, imaginary dreams, and mutated
dreams. The important images appearing in the dreams including “monsters” “snakes” and “wife”
carry profound symbolic meaning, which not only provides insights into characters’ mind, but also
opens up the narrative pattern of the novel, and highlights the “apocalyptic redemption” them of
the novel.
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