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Abstract

The Chinese intellectual community conducted an intense debate focusing on historical material-
ism during the May Fourth Period. The debate was composed of three parts: whether historical
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materialism and class struggle were contradictory; whether historical materialism was an eco-
nomic fatalism; and whether such materialism acknowledged that individual wills could play a
dynamic role in social reforms. The early prophets of Marxism responded to the criticisms and
censures by anti-Marxists and gradually cleaned up their misconceptions during the debate, im-
proving the Marxism system on a continuous basis.
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