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Abstract

In recent years, there have been frequent cases of infringement of photographic works in China. As
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the only collective management organization of photographic copyright in China and the earliest
established in the world, Images Copyright Society of China (ICSC) should play a greater role in the
protection of image copyright. Through the analysis of a number of judgment documents with
“ICSC” as the plaintiff, the author found that in addition to the common difficulties of copyright
collective management organizations, such as weak representation, insufficient transparency, and
limited supervision mechanism, there were also problems such as unreasonable threshold setting
for membership, less involved in lawsuit, and low efficiency. Based on this, this paper puts for-
ward suggestions for the future development of the ICSC from the two dimensions of “breaking the
plight” and “establishing trust”.
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Table 1. Statistics on the number of new members of ICSC from the first half of 2017 to the first half of 2019
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