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Abstract: What is the head of a Chinese V-R compound is a longstanding hot topic in Chinese study. In the
last 20 or 30 years, the research on this topic has been done either from the perspective of semantic head or
from morphosyntactic features. This paper holds that a head should have the feature of determining the whole
construction in which it is in and that a head should be morphosyntactic. Following the view that Chinese
V-R compounds can be divided into two types, namely homo-referential and hetero-referential, this paper
aims to fix the head of a Chinese V-R compound through the functional head v within the framework of
Minimalist Program and to provide the syntactic representations for these two types of Chinese V-R com-
pounds.
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