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Abstract

Based on BNC corpus, this paper compares and analyzes event and accident from three aspects:
word distribution, collocation and semantic prosody. Studies have found that event is used more
frequently than accident. Event and accident are more commonly used in written language. Event
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has obvious positive semantic tendency, while accident has negative semantic tendency. Through
these analyses, this paper not only explores the usage difference and pragmatic tendency of
event and accident with real corpus, but provides a new perspective for traditional English
teaching.
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1. 53|18

BTGB S ZE R, I SE S 2] A S A9 B SO P R v A AR R IR, AT oe
TERZI AR [R) SO P 22 5, FRHERR R I Bl A ATT. BNC &35 E [E 8 R ER4E S, BNC iERHELE FEfr -
AR AUENE B TR EEELEE 9000 5 TH SCAAT 1000 /3 5[ HE SR, BAEIEE 1127
AL, 5T BNC 1ERHEE Bl B TR A T AR AR AT, FEAZ2E T BNC 1H ARk X9 /N 30] ) B LT
5E[1] [2], 4 “capable” A1 “competent” [3], “accept” Fl “receive” [4]F1 “lead to” A1 “result in” [5]
o MbAh, TIPM. FRRABEIT T DR UM EF RIS SCRIE “ SEELPIFRE 5 X6 R I R 587 Fh AR
FH[6][7]. Richard Xiao F1 Tony Mcenery (2006)3 i 5 S8 T SR IS T SAa] 44 Be AT N AIE SRR EE
B AT T ST SCR ATPGE ST SR I = AN HI[8]. LIU (2020)FR 1T T “seem” HIE L5 UM IFAE
NI T E D REFRFR[9], X “seem” BITE LE) 5 E UWIFHI 34T, s “seem” BRI TE
N Ife. DAL, B TR REEE 1 [R] SCRI B FU R R R 22 BRI 038 BT OiE . SR, %) T event A1l accident 1X 5
AN SR BRI FEEMR D o [RINE,  BRARNE AR R SR A T . 18 5T THIEFE, R0 B X

I FEIAR D
John 1. Saeed K [F] SCiA] 5E SO 5 SO [ SAH ADMEL A 5 AN R 0 B3] 7 o ALAR (S T 57 B8 T ] 9 2

HMIEAE[10]. Palmer (1981)IAA, A A& T AE B, KA ARKEE, AR T ATHAE
R[] FET 1R 0 R SRR FATSA T R AT 5. EAIAMY AT AR . A&, 1 H
KR U, B2 2 B TR RGE - N2 . AR SCK DL BNC B RHE AR, MWFERC. 15 L #
FIE S I 55 7 AR event A accident I . B R SCRIAG SEHE AL E S, H BN ReE RS E0E
ST R B FTAR  ASCHRGE T AR A AN B = S8, BAR event 5 accident 2 [W] 138 AR 4T -
[Fi, #7287 event 5 accident 2 8] 5 FH & o

2. ARAFES I

ASCLLBNC iR E A, 18 F BNC k2 A (1955 5 50, beis 1 [H) XA event A1 accident [ V2,
P B AT E S SO RN . 72 BNC 358 h EZDAERC, 7 AT iE SO SL I o0 s e ARSCA
BNC 1B #}ZE 143 5%t event A1 accident FIFERLAT 30 M7, FEGTHHIX 30 B 5 B bria Sl i s
ORI 10 BIHEA 7 Bt G o Gl e AT ECAE S 206, AT DLE e AT SR RAE S8, iR
FE THARASFER RS B o ASCEZF A BNC 8 BHE S 1) BAS EAEMDEBAT /0. BAR BEMD A LR
W A S PG 2 (A A B S e R e HAR SRR, AN A] 0 FE T 5 R el A
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AW FIES LR, B2 T = A I

(1) BNC H event 1 accident BT (1955 FH PR 58 A A4 A 5
(2) XPINA RS RC I A A A AN

(3) EATIE A AA ] .

3. ARGREVHE
3.1. Event 1 Accident ZEAEEE P Y55 %

Fri B v 2 PR AR A AN 7] 1) 3 & R IR BE 1T DX 0 (015 5 78k, R B R E SR ER A TR —.
HE W UANHER 200, wogrEl) T # . ol EAREE. TTHIES . REES. HE WS AR
XAEH G S A AR PREEIER . B d T FE GRS LA ZER, EAEAR R FEE A R A
[F o AR . BRI, Goih AN [ERE IR ) 4056 72 S m] DA B 2% 21 38 40 24X 43 [5) 33 . Rundell (1995)f3H
BNC ) HiETERE BT A, I “began” £E-45 [HI1E o 1) H A0 P =2 “started” FIPIAS, T “began”
FE S R IR (KT “started” o

XT accident Fl event H53 4, BNC EAHEH B RIX AN 2 8 2 /N A>3 T8 X
AR AR IR, B, HRE, LEHBERgER ., ReFE RS PR, TR E
FIEA KT . HBEBNATEE RGO (BFEEE, XA AE — 2 CHEM R B A, (B7E
AR S AR = T B AR e 1, 35 2 W40, BNC B RHE ' event 78 FEM R 128 B & 4.02,
1M accident X (5 31.89, & &IFiFsEH &AM R X/ MEER MR, dRgtR i,
Z R B KA RO A . R Se “event” IXAMAIERAC Eg iz, HEHEXD T 1804,
FH SRR TE A 9121 XA B 5% ) — LE E B,

FEXTX P 2H 18] 1) IR BT A AR AR R, E 20K BNC B RE BB INEGEAT 72028, K38 IE X
FE 53 PR, 4 v 1 B AR IE 3 o e 5y 1R U BE 5 386 4% newspapers, other published written material
F academic prose, & 1E 7 & 1 15 .55 unpublished written material, fiction and verse, and non-academic prose
and biography. P EEF 1, %2 A, /& BNC WEEES,  “event” — Al 1L {5 HIAF KL A H I ()40 % 22
=T “accident” , HIEA “event” fE—$82 R F B O R R A A4 Kb () 8w, rbL event EE
accident A7 8 IEREE . Kk, 78 BNCiEEHEM PN, event Al accident 7EAN [F] 15 18 (1) 73 A1 ] AR B
SRR, XART I E B EAT. AR, event Al accident 2 [A] (1) 1F 3B 2 S ] LA B
AT

Table 1. Distribution of event in BNC registers

%% 1. Event 7£ BNC iZE 089 %

Category Frequency per million words

Unpublished written material 199.93
Newspapers 180.4
Academic prose 147.29
Other published written material 123.13
Non-academic prose and biography 100.09
Other spoken material 47.93
Fiction and verse 27.38

Spoken conversation 4.02
Total 104.74
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Table 2. Distribution of accident in BNC registers
# 2. Accident £ BNC iZ8i P K953 7

Category Frequency per million words

Unpublished written material 250.75
Newspapers 105.18

Other published written material 70.13
Fiction and verse 62.93

Other spoken material 53.6
Non-academic prose and biography 37.35
Academic prose 34.61

Spoken conversation 31.89

Total 64.06

3.2. Event 1 Accident BYIEHE SR EES T

Firth 7£ 1957 fFE R$EH T HE IS . Firth A, RIERR BRGNS 8] 1) AEL G E AR EOG
R, WU, FREBARE VG MEBRCIENE, REC5EENSSE . FOERRENERBI T i —1
HEMS . X0 R SO RS 12 A A1 R0 S AT . event FREAC T2 20045 52 SCiR] ARG 7] 15
2K, ESE A, FEALHS infinitive, horizon, annual, organized, sporting Z%. 1 sporting, 1 1)fT
~e [A 5 accident FTHEHC Y52 X iA] B AL KL emergency, fatal, sickness, injury Z%. %0 fatal, 1 2)fT
No LERETAIH, XPANAES S i EL, SO a Al an. #1400 an, 40 3)FT7~. Ak, accident #5541
by #HC, JERUE E45H) “by accident” , 5 suddenly [A] X o JEiE2E ] FH L HIXAEE. 0 4)F7R.

1) It could be the greatest English sporting event since we won the World Cup in 1966.

2) The fatal accident occurred on 5th December 1898 when a fall of earth trapped George Robinson
against a tipping wagon, breaking his back.

3) But only BBC win when an event is screened simultaneously.

4) But I think I got into drama professionally in the first place by accident.

7E BNC 1HEHEH, event Al accident 38 # FEHC 1] 28 & T 2w Aet i), /> B it 50148 AC . XY
AN TR B TS EC A PEAR R, AR ARA TR R AR IERC IV R AR . 40k 3, & 4 AIA, event Ml H 5Lt
JEZS A FARS, W0 horizon, sporting, fundraising %%, #ATM, accident i #&HC sickness, fatal, horrific 5.
PRI, 3P ] AN [ B G A8 B AT B AN R A8 & e Event A DURSREE — A A0, AR

Table 3. High frequency collocation words of event in BNC
% 3. Event 7£ BNC H RIS SUEAC 185t 1t

A L A FePUE
Infinitive 125 Two-day 18

Horizon 54 Traumatic 17
Sporting 47 Denoted 16
Sponsored 42 Fund-raising 14
Three-day 23 Fundraising 11
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Table 4. High frequency collocation words of accident in BNC
# 4. Accident £ BNC IS STHERC AL T

A L A FePUE
Emergency 157 Chernobyl 46
Fatal 115 Tragic 40
Estimates 62 Freak 35
Prevention 57 Investigators 20
Sickness 47 Horrific 17

T, HZSH AR EMBECR, 208 T [ R s i R 2R 5500 80 JRT, AR — R R R
KA, BRTEMARER, BIERARA R A R K F B H A, AT BLH accident (S0
XA

3.3. Event #1 Accident BY3E X BIFIE M IRIFIRR

VB S AT SCE) T SR R AAAE B NS FE o FRRNE RS LY B SR T 23 TR S
RS SR FRARAE SCRI[12] [13]. B % BNC B RERI &R 5], RZIAERT FOCFE AR, A
BA S R I A RO RO 2 RS, e A IR E N, ek, BT

%}F event Al accident {14 [, # 45 BNC H event [ ECAT MI H, 7675 517 event Ji& T A 1R 2 15
Hrh, horizon, sponsored M fund-raising 54 W AR K 1E U], sporting, three-day Al denoted 253
L PR TE SO . BRI, event X 2SR b M TR 25 R B R RO . AHJ, Y AUIA] accident
JE HEHL A G fatal, sickness A emergency 25 F I H T B (018 X MTIR] . 4B 451055 accident #EHLI, H |
NOOEHE T E MBS . B, R B R AE R AN IEEIN, AT DO ARG ™ B B . AT, event
FRH & — Lz IR SUR A Fts . Bilan, BERTINEE, FEIREE, MEWIR K. Hit,
event A BIMRIIE wLF, AFHXASFAFH N A8 H 2 E0 HE B, X WEE 74 event IER
FERE =T accidento @1 AR Ui 1l AA REERAER X I STE B & 30, AR Zi& iz im A, 520
Wr AR E R, PR RSS .

I BNC WERE, AT LB AN A 1915 & S 5 S R el 8 e AT, BAACEATRT BAFEA 4
EEEE A FIR, RS T e S X SR A B Y i)

4. BEBR

ARFFLIEFH BNC iR E, 947 T event Fl accident 7ETRVCIEML . KIERANE SGHZE T H I Z R, LA
5 Wy 2 > 25 o G b A X 4L R) SCIA] ol e PR 2 R) ST, 30T 2 o 2 4 TR S R B A DA K
ZAHARNC E R SCIE A . TORHEE SR AL B K B LS AE F s v DUEIE & A% 21 3 AU (R SO B dE
AT ECIANAIT I, 015 5 2 ) EINATSERE 24 14] 425 2] — T 1AMERS, FRATAMEL 5 2) 15 A0 5 4a] () 2R [
B, L ELE S B I IR R SO R TR B B SE PR A . 1R TR B BUE A E 5 ) SR T R
MIVESE, 857 ) 3 Refd R AR FIS FH L SEiiE 5 .

[KItt, 7E event I accident 1 [F] S 2% 1, BUMANCEIMRTER SN, KEMKZEE, TEF
Wiz FE BHEEH8 S 115 A AN TG SR T, s B X AN 1e] 1) 40 A 22 5%, iR AR B R E0R, 3
By 2 AR E S R 1R 8 P PR B8 b R 8 (R SCR], AR [R) SR RS2 & SCRITE & S RN, 38 B s A2
H E A LR E TR @ EREE, I RA BTGB S TR,

it

‘N
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5. 458

iz FE R EAT [F) SCRIPENT /& — PR st YRR I v B R SOR PRI 4E 120 71 ikcdE, oA
A JE BB B IR T B . ASCRIL, event Fl accident FEIAM /AT FEEC 15 RIS T HAFE 2
Sto B, event &% HILTERACE AR, event &AM MR H T accident KA HIAIE . HIK, event
B IEE & T accident, WA TR IENEEF . &5, event ML HA BAFRAE LA,
1M} accident 40 ] 2L A H B 15 Ui o« XF T event Fil accident PR [ [X 43, (HBUMAN 224764 Ja 22
e Sk FE R Re NS S AP s BT, IR A I3 0 7 AR I AE B . AR FUIEHL event Al accident
PEREFRENE, BRI RZEW AT T EXPANEIC R T & X, W SERIESRETEHE
AT, BN A R SORNTE S FE VR ZIHE T T3 AR TV IE AR, DT AE AR 35 2% 20 v = A 712 B (1) R il
AHFCIIA & ZAAE T RHE A IR, 78 LUS A 70 A s e 38 hn k) 25 m] AR sl 20 A R 1 IR 77
FERESRAT R E I HT &I o

SE

(11 B, BER. ERES FR SGE R AR ERE: DL begin. start I commence JyHI[J]. #ME 5 5MEZ, 2012(6):
21-25.

[2] FPohl, B, BRE. EFHIOE U SCRRIER 5T & AT AL 23 ——LL marine 1 maritime 7F {H 5 2€15 A )
FFABIT). KIERS RS M 2R, 2020(6): 112-118.

[3] WEE. BT COCA EREH T FEIE 7 X in] Capable 1 Competent [J]. R IHTE 2 Be 2431, 2015(2): 54-58.

(4]  EFF. HEFABERE R TGE [F SCRFEFE——LL accept Fil receive ABI[I]. BT HE 224K, 2018(12): 126-128.

[5] Zhou, Q. and Zhang, L. (2020) Corpus-Based Approach to Explore the Semantic Prosody of Synonym: A Case Study
of “lead to” and “result in”. US-China Foreign Language, 18, 247-252.
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[6] ZFWRLL, TJT52%. PSR RGBT (15 SO ) JAE SCRINT LLBFFE[T]. AMEH S 50T, 2012(1): 20-33.
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