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Abstract

Climate change has become a major global environmental issue of widespread concern, and there
is a global consensus to actively address climate change. Based on the 2021 CGSS data, the article
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uses an OLS model to investigate the correlation between public perceptions of climate change
risks and their adaptation behavior, as well as other factors influencing public adaptation beha-
vior and conducts robustness tests using an Oprobit model. The study found that: firstly, the pub-
lic’s risk perception of climate change has a significant positive effect on their adaptation beha-
vior, and high risk perception is conducive to enhancing the public’s adaptation behavior. Second-
ly, the public’s sense of environmental awareness and social responsibility had a significant posi-
tive impact on their adaptation behavior. Thirdly, among individual characteristics, personal in-
come has a significant impact on adaptive behavior; the higher the income level of the public is,
the more likely they are to act specifically for environmental protection. Based on the above find-
ings, recommendations are made on how to effectively enhance the adaptive capacity of the pub-
lic. Firstly, policy recommendations and advocacy should be properly guided. Secondly, the know-
ledge of relevant environmental issues should be strengthened. Thirdly, strive to create a good so-
cial climate.
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Table 1. Descriptive analysis of related variables
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Table 2. Benchmark regression
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