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Abstract

Atonement is a classic masterpiece of lan McEwan. Most studies have focused on the plot develop-
ment of the novel, such as the growth, redemption and traumatic experiences of the heroine Brio-
ny, ignoring the multiple covert narrative undercurrents behind the plot of the novel. Based on the
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covert progression theory of Professor Shen Dan, this paper argues that the novel contains mul-
tiple nested and parallel narrative movements, with two implied authors in the novel’s main narr-
ative layer: Briony, who runs through the main narrative layer, and McEwan, a third-person nar-
rator who runs through the entire novel. At the meta-ending narrative level of the novel, the first
implied author Briony makes a self-reference, breaking the first covert process and revealing the
fictionality and unreliability of the preceding text. While the second implicit process develops
quietly in the narrative of the implied author McEwan, making an implicit negative comment
against Briony'’s unreliable narrative, and then turning to the novelist’s ethical dimension, inviting
the reader to comment on the relationship between “fiction” and “truth” and to seek a way out of
“fiction”.

Keywords

Atonement, Covert Progression, Narrative Unreliability, Fiction

Copyright © 2023 by author(s) and Hans Publishers Inc.
This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution International License (CC BY 4.0).
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

1. 518

B 2R DR, HOPFATRE TR RN EBAEL, BT NEF M EZ IS TR E S
X Fifest, 2ns 7 /N BRAETE MR RS HERR AT /N UG 2R BOR B NI ) 6 BT R A B A
Bo BEAMEEF P PFEUZRE TR HE X QP e, T8 T R R B AL
i, “ ‘FATEHERE’ (Covert Progression) & HiPHE PH 7 AU 2 Fi g th ) — AN e e, e — B
FATEE T RIBEY G IBAT 5A J1 RS RE . 15719 R R A B PR 1) 21 i 47 2R 08 HE P AN [ 1) 8 A
B MOAE S N SR B B IR B e E . X RIS B A E S M H B R R B
FEMEX PO, SCEBORX L. BRI [1]. BYERRS RIS 8 “Hm1N7 A
A, ‘BEFASCARA. XUE AU SRR AR 5 B B 1 3 IR (0 S e R N A, R SR UL, BT K
JEIIRUA A TTEEN, TR RE M RUR R AT RE M . JET 0, FRATT 75 ZEXE A ORI R AUA # 7 — A
AFFFE BT 1R 5 — BRI AT SR SR A

(IEFEY (Atonement) & % [F /E 5 22 7 Jt B (lan McEwan) & % T- 2001 4E A5 /M, YA 7 3R 5
T B 5 /N (R 2 ) LA B B (Briony) KA #4002 5 VR AVE G AR R I RrIE, LEAE 2N AT A 32 UL T 48 DA ZH 4 1)
O B ANZ L (Robbie) Wi dF L, BUFHLERHEAIR, & FHIHEAAREBIER. NEEZLEN
AT BB e NB LR B R JE  E IX — RS RS, il RERAE A1 ouhit” R4 R
BT B RARW, THME T RRI T REPE . IXERAE S DAFOMURR R ) SR T AT R G, TR T
MANEG A0S« A EESE A ERN UL T AR . BARAS(2008)%F IR 50T 1 sk /N Uk iR 3R A 52
b\ A SN SR SR AE T R A, TN BT RO AR B & — FhRUBE T 2. [2] SR (2018) s (B FE D
5 QEEFRE PN BATA IR, PR T DI B /N E Y, W CBEEY R I R R
T2 . [315K LR (2022) 8RB T /N H BN T SE RUA FIXN E N FNIE,  Fi A B B B BN = A
BURE FIXCEANA, HAURMAH & MR PA R B T R, [4] (OBSR) BRI o/ R 3 7t
PEM I ILEE 2 SURPESR 7 HRAR, B 1E A BB AR o 45 RAUR 2 1 B R A8 S5 A1 L1V AR T EAURE
MEAH, BREBEHFZATEEZA, 51K mH AN SHFER, X E R4S S B0 T P16 A0k
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JEHR RS PERUE T, W T AR RSO ES S P I RSE R AR L, Bk DA SR AR
FIAEARR, T RER D AE CBR) ) ERUAR 2 M T 2 R AUA 2 I 25 5 i AL G AL, 75 22 A 8l
T EREEEE ZIRRR R, B CB1 2 HAEH T GURIRIRERCR, g “ i 5“1
HIoC R BEAT 25 F S B

2. ERREPHIBR TS

HIFBORE i BAT 2R AR, BUA At R, B2 ADBOREK. VAR 7 H I
AR R AR Z AR AR R RIS AR, s R RO T E SR “ AR
PRA R FAAL T — DN F 2, TSR ™ A AU AT AT R 2 (BRbE, 1990:
159) [5]. BV “Jg — ANl th i — M b i BOR K AR . SUEFEIRE, 5 — A BRI S PR 2
A DR BT — N Z R, ERRIZIVGREFZE [6]. IR,  (EAR) F i Treod RA R &
PEE B R B BRI, ACRE SR R BONIIRHCER R, Bt ER0R R, X R AR & AW
HEEEE, DRV HEFZ PR ADAT R REMESEE LR, EEROEZET, BUAH T
AL AR 1 R R R R AR P AN S [F) (R R R T, R SO T 77 A ) 7 2SR e T SR PR xR R 1

2.1. LA EK

(BAEY MERURZEHE =AYy, B8R TEEANE HERIW KRR A — R8I $E M, Y
oA N AT BB E FARTRE B Bl a 5 AR N . K2 80 B R AR I s IR A 45 A7 EC4h i 6]
12 P FIAS AR O BRTR B AL o FE/NBEIITTRS , AUR# 18 FH 2 A A AR T A R NG TEAL, K
BRI R RN 2 A0 s SRS o ViR . g AT TR) AT DA A B BR G 4l IR A2 K RE A 455
W SR e, <3 7 Jack Tallis) e — A BUM IS E 7, B REAFER . BEESOKIN «HF] 87 (Emily Tallis)
WG ST ERW, B RERRTRECRE B QB R XM ERZ QBB IR T,
A T B VA AR, FRA T UURR T2 AEFN S AR 2J45E, @ B X AE R IE R B O TR ) 2
o NULEE— o th A BB RS R AR SRR B A, IX PR I T DAAEZJAR AN S AR TR S B KAk, AR
AT PASE A SRS LIREOR S, 36 0] LIRS & U B R A I LS i ok g il B, (L& B ki v &
HRYE . A>3 DL R YO TR A BRI A TR L AR RV S AR PEAS, A3 80UG SO bt 2 LG Al
AR (HEPR b, R ERATTRER HOBRUE R AR EE TR B ok, Bt RITER T REY EAE—
%52 AT IR AU HERR , TR BIAE X — BRARMCEERE B {3 A0 B SRR 7 38 0 ST ik AT 20 i Uk,
R X FAC IR BN R A BT o /N B R 4 BRI A A 4 B B b SR SLRAR R I LG, A
[BZAR A WA AT BRI — > B EAT BB 0 T4, 2 L Bt 2 2J UK, AN fel i 22 98 B
NKFZIE, BHHRT —FNRE TR LA, S A B RGP L O SR 1R

“HHE, 7 H—ANFHHL, s, B 7

UREMAARBET. ”

“RABILRBK. 7

“UrFaid At 4 KRBARBED? 7

“BAREMR. 7

“HHRIT K, R—ETFHLSRMRe. 7 [7](ZAKLE, 2011: 193-195)

RBAMZ IS+ 50, WA AT SOH T B L Je ok, AR IFRR T AR 2 .
HPHER], BAYER T SRIEHEREA N 2 IR R, AR S RS A S RIS 18]
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M AN, PR PERERE I B S AR RREE IR T MG R I RS, RAS IR BUC R B B SR %
o FERRPEHERE, X JE 5K B BSOS I 2 PO A L B R SR T o R SR RE B TR AN DT SR
FARRE . A A 2 LU 2 520, ANRITRE S 2 LR — AN AT 075 . JEME =N, A7 B
MANBRES LN, B A BUARA T VAT G MK Z AR K 0 A A P A ? X LA By
TEBAE S S MU R A BRI (R 1) — Dy T AN 25 A7 BL LG RO RS RINAD 5% — D T S
BEH XS U ANGE . AEEME IR L, S = AFRBUR 8 I A AR N AT AR AR, ks R B
BB A R TR A0 DUIBE G FEIOULZ TR L, B = AFRBGR & Wik e AT BB 22 BEAT 1A
MR G, WXL 7 [8]. Wi Rtk BERE R PG, A B BLYE VERESLAK (N TE 5 IUAE 12
HHAT, BN SRR S L AR AR, B B O 5 5 = ARBUR & oA g, LAy LB
Peix — e O A AT SERGA BEAT N, L RHE R LR BRI RO RAE R AN R H R A — R A1 ok
MR R T, T2 AR A BT R.

2.2. BREG R EN

£ CBEAR) ISR =87, YRR 7 KOKJE RAT B BB AR B, B AT IR 2] A S 4 Pril s
W, JHR TIEARAIER . AN RRIZTE S T, A RS TR WhBGTRE A SIMR SRR
SIENERAF R SE I L, JF AT AE R, BN AR RIS B . AT, A AERTTR
FEAGT BB TE R T H ORI, A T EWIEE . XA NS ARG RS R, RAEE
Bk, Juai R AT BLBLGEEEAT B IR, 5 R S SC AR R AR A A L SRR K] D T T X P MRS Ok
SRNMGHE, WA . FOv% AHARAET, Mth A S LR, BOXN, S S iy 2 ik
FOMUHIWE SRR, — VI SCR g LR AT . 28T, RX—VUPFIRRA . EERRET, Fad
PEF AT LB 2 R “Sa th S o EAT BB AR AR b s T M i ag b, NS T LRIBR RUEA
EIRKS, WREHEAAGHL, FRTEESBIKIZIVAERHIES . “MhE R R Z M HE. H
XA PR g I I PR AFAE R . S BT 7ok . abd s AME LN, OSSN EERR
PRESAEY Ko —ADHEUIK B RIEE FIEET . TXAS IR VRS T5 1778 % i A B SRt vF H 2 — A
ZJME R T (p. 277). XBAH IR AR A B BLIRAE L AT G 10— B B A, RS 5 18 21
TR FETERERE, IRA W RES RN, ERXBOLERESIFE M A RERE, BR)a RIS IFA
FERSEAFAER . WEESCRERBIF L2 Ja, FRE S T — UG B3R “ i — Rkt i
ROE XK, i — LT IR R — ok BlE, BTRET, WEFIFAERIL. WhHh Az
R IR o d— BIRRAR A IRE T, (B R AR 515 2R 2 IE WA (p. 287). Wi 2R A B B4R (1
AR BRI, I B2 LA R A A= il £ b T 48 553 2 190 435 A BL SRR 1Y) s 7 2 i 2 AR BT
EARRREGE B OHFAAEIZIL” M “EIRIE " We? ATLASE, X LA AN B IR BB 1 5 st 77
AR T R RR I 2R, X BUE T4 R AR Z M S A R S B o 8 0 5 A L B e
TIESE, MERSPERERE R, A BLBGE R MR B, RAEE A Km B IE ik e SR (1 R D B
%o
3. THREMEEPRIEZE

TRESRRAGAZ LA S, EARGRJZ A B A B 5 A 2 B (8 LR R 5, T At A BT ST AR AS
FEERUR R R T EAUR R MIREAI TR Al LB AE S5 AN B OO TSR A 2 I RE A 45 Ry, A
P PT LS B IE R S OB RSO, BRI L) A5 I SHTRVE C A IE B R 2 i o T BB Sk
RS E—E L, R B CBARRIT 30, wl A B R IR AR 2. fE T4 R
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WRE, NUEAT BB AE LR M R, SRR IR CONUSCIRAR B filiE T N B AESE, (HTERE
FIFIAEZE o, — ) an BCSEt FR FJ 7 [9]. (HIXFR “ LS KRR —Fh “HEM” . /NI AT BB e ko
REEACE N B N A B 2 5e M SR . fEIX —AURIE, Fad 3 22 0 U UG X — B R AT M
HTRESEEITR:  “SE i X —MRESERIAUR F IR AR I X A RS ? HES S
ABATT A WA T, K PR ? B T RS T EE I B S 2 4, MESSAR{ENE” (p. 315)? Wik
IR OB 5T 22 s LR EATE T, w2 B2 AR AN R MRSk 152 244 13 5 (14 B BT
RTIRIE 3 LA, AEZF R IR, T2 58 8 AR AWt 5 iR F ol T B R s ae, A
S X — 7 AR AR R

DE T 77 & 1A BRI 1R 13 5 B AR ANYTR TR 32 L ZJAR /N % —HF, 7RI s 3 S
A, WRRAAIEAR, WA E CRBRIREAT 2R 7E/NIEREM S, A EBRERIE AR A SN
F T IR AR AR /NG O T IS 22 2F, S EUR RIS, Mo s i  « RER
] RACARSRTE M, TS FRABVEE (12 ik e A Bt -+« R S BUMAT I 1 T A REH -+ o REIRAE,
EHMASAH” (p. 310). EZMh— EERCREI TR, MM RIGATE B CiE & MRS 29 WAE S Lt
PR SR AT FEE NS AE, RIEBMENE E, WiaZ P A e, Easkeprie: A E B A
R NORIBEIR %% 11, B EEAGMSE TR R W R BRI, B SEbRAT R AR
& [8] (Phelan, 2005: 33). U fEFFlFE AL EAEREATH BIRIES AR Y, INAE AL T 59 M N5 T
XA/, XM TR AR, MR E AN B ORI SE AR B IO AR SE B OO SEAT T
W o M FPHEH IE S Te s R AR = 1 B B 1 25 22 5 JC B0 A BL LR A th IR RS A e VAN, R T AR
R S5 Z P S IR A

AT Bt AR R R B A 2 22 s U R R I 5 A B BB A AN TR A, A SRR AR (1 ) 5
“ Nz —U—Y)” (p. 311). FFIBHISIIH T S /M F AR B G I ETa AT, 2R bR
(10 755 B 5 S o R S Jo 2 v 1 A 25 S AU A A LR P AR R 2 rp, BREMEH e R IR Rl X —
AR SO B AU A B AR B E 5, IRSE E S A R — 4R IMER AR R R, 3
[t %o N e AT L B A R 75 S MEVR IS . R B AR A AR ARG, AFEAUR . B A I AT
P W ST A /N R IR 28 . IE SR B - RIS . “CBATHEAHMEIG XA /N ILE 1EER
W FAE R 2w U R MR 2 %57 [10].

4. TR “REHS” A9LER

R SR AT L B Y M v T LA SR AR AR A R A FR 1, A L B R S v G R A il B A T )
KRR ZIE, A BRIV R H LB Crg KA H AN R AR ERE, SRR KIET,
FISC AR FUHR T B e B R . ER st b, A FLB G R R O A, 7S A B s rh e R A ]
REPE, IRZATCIEHARAONE O TR — 58, i R AR 3 COEE 4 RE AR MM R ikja A &id
XA, KRB RBEIEEE AT U RS RS L ot S AN, AR RBGR BIR
By EE, WK 2 BRI MPIR A RIE, ERMIGETRES. £ERRET, M5 AR
SRR A BT EEAT IR T, AR S AR A BL SR AR IR B DR RO K B QI O AR e P, At A
LR [BMZ A S T A B AR AN XA i) S 522 [, KU A AT SRR BEAT SO 2 N IE PR 5 %
FUAE 22 R SEARGR 22 I 1A 1P DA [ J 8 O TR S SR I At SCAE T0 45 R i RN 2 21 LA 2 7 AR A XU AE T
ghifry, BEURE R AT BB MR . e A BBV L AT B IR OGRS A i
KR, 225 U S MR AR I S v S IE M BE R AN Gk = AG FRAE 2 (0 R Dy A5 . 1 B B A S S A B
TARREVEERE, AKELE C AR RARAAE R OICBIRER b, AR BT RSl . X — VIR A
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LR DR A “ AT T A0 TR TR — 1o S 1 R SRR, Tt 4 SR ZUAIREAE, IE KA S T 7 [8].

EBFERATEFEAN, FRFHLEAEH MM . RAFIE. EEA0RE R, £uhk
B 15 7 A FL SR8 M0 TR B0 R A 7 2% R0, T L th 0 i — B B B 2 BRIk 1 O
W5 R A 5 AUR R0 TS . niE LU BN 2% 5 2 0 T 4 Ra M AR
FUE KT R R, AT T Aot Tk g AELURACER IR L. 242 50 0 Uit A L SR 11 A FRAT 148 T
EERE LR, BA1A E IR DI T B E AT S A RN, T A I A5 B A
216 B OV — S ILAR IR /N UL, TR B — A B S 3R 1 FR RN 1 R G PR (/N . A
LA R R E) A LE A W7 SR AL T A A B (A0 TE R AN R 1 CATIE R IR ——
75 52N ) A ST o 5 R B A T A B A R 2 /N U I A R B AR [, 22 78 JE UKL T (I )
(R P R R, /NS ZEBR S s BB R B, |, X — 4 N B KK B SR IE PRI T /N “ R
(OB AE TR “20SE” . ¢ OBEE) MUTT/MNGE R T 5w B P AR T R B I A e
RERRAR, AT, EAHR LB [2].

RAGFE BRI “HEM” M HBRE T REFAUE “ZA” , (M A5 5 B A 130 FBOAL .
M BB R & 75 E VP IE AT L, MRA SR SIS, “Hi” 5 MY ZIARRIETERRES, B
EHERA@MAIGL . “BARSART AR SR EEE | BERTE NG
(it I, FRATE AR AR A [8]. (EAt/ MR OIS, #REE (L) +
RIAGE 2 AR T 24D SE XA 2 BT IE 2 250 . 24301 R B — U 3 5 1 AR, eI %
Rk E L L8, HEH X — YISO R AR 5 TR E IR, IF FE IS 3 Sk RS i
RUA R B 1 Tt T A AR I 37 47, H g 1 G T e, T U S RUA A R A I 5, R4
5. &5

CIBERY SCAR AR R S HL AT T EAE T/ U Pt & 1 WIS XS AR E A, JF HoRE 2 2 AN T 52
BORIZ A BIREL B TSN = AFRBUA & 2 v LB S BE 5 T 1 RUA 2 i B 113 A HL B e 3L [7]
BOCAR RSt i, 8L 2 B A (0 R 40K B i N BIRESE M DA R R op, 51 R AE AN
A E R RBEAT PR 5 8 S . 22 IROE I Jo 45 R AUA 2 XNt 5 A0 BL BB e 5 75 g PRV ie, it —
SO T AR BEMR S o BN 5 “HE” Z A A ER A IS, e —oRkh <R
KRR R AR, RAERE RIS O R, PRI EIEETE, 41
N K IR AR 2 T8 -

SE
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