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Abstract
As one of the most representative Korean novels written in Chinese, The Yulou Dream boasts pro-
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found meaning, rigorous narration, rich personalities and all-embracing content, which has be-
come one of the important works in the study of oversea Chinese literature. Taking the first and
second chapters in The Yulou Dream as the research object, this thesis focuses on analyzing five
binary pairs including heaven and earth, dream and reality, drunk and sober, immortality and
mortality, recovery and destitution from the perspective of binary oppositions to interpret the
potential connotation. Furthermore, based on these five binary pairs, this paper aims to explain
the conflicts, contradictions and connections between the plots of binary oppositions, thereby ex-
ploring the in-depth narrative structure and plot logic at the opening of The Yulou Dream. Through
research and analysis, it can be found that the horizontal spatial narrative structure of “hea-
ven-earth” is constructed from the spatial binary oppositions of “heaven and earth” and “immor-
tality and mortality” at the opening of The Yulou Dream. Then, “recovery and desolation” turns out
to be the longitudinal temporal narrative structure that implies the passage of years. “Dream and
reality” and “drunk and sober” are narrated rationally with explicit logic. The intricate structure
in the opening chapters of The Yulou Dream further enriches the artistic effect and the implied
theme of the whole work.
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